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Introduction

I  want to start with something I believe most politicians 

will never say out loud: I did not set out to run for 

o.ceF

,or most of my lifek the idea of standing in front of a 

crowd and as-ing people to vote for me would have seemed 

almost laughableF I am not a polished insiderF I never car'

ried a party donorLs briefcasek never spent my evenings 

trading favors over coc-tails at a —ansing fundraiserF I 

am a small business ownerk a military veterank a momk 

a churchgoerk and a neighborF I am someone who spent 

years watching the people who run this state ma-e deci'

sions that seemed completely disconnected from the lives 

of the people I -now and love x and eventually decided 

that I had had enough of waiting for someone else to TR itF

Ehis boo- is not a typical campaign boo-F I am not 

going to spend over a hundred pages pretending my life has 
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been a smoothk triumphant march toward public serviceF 

It has not beenF Ehere were years when I struggled to Tnd 

my footing x spirituallyk personallyk professionallyF Ehere 

were losses that bro-e me open in ways I am still putting 

bac- togetherF Ehere were mornings when getting my -ids 

to school and -eeping the lights on at my company felt 

li-e the only victories available to mek and I grabbed them 

gratefully with both handsF

Ohat I am going to do in these pages is tell you the truth 

about where I come fromk what I believek and what I thin- 

qichigan needs to do to reclaim the future it deservesF 

Knd I am going to as- you x honestly and directly x to 

trust me with the privilege of Tghting for youF

I grew up on the west side of Hrand Bapidsk in a neigh'

borhood where nobody had muchk but most people still 

showed up for each otherF qy father wor-ed in advanced 

manufacturing for more than thirty yearsF qy mother was 

a school secretary who volunteered at our church food 

pantry on wee-endsk because that is simply what you did 

when someone needed help and you had something to 

giveF Ehey were not wealthy peopleF Ehey were not politi'

cally connected peopleF Ehey were the -ind of people this 

state was built by and still runs on x 3uietk hardwor-ingk 
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proudk and increasingly worried that the world their chil'

dren are inheriting is not the one they sacriTced to buildF

Nome of my earliest memories of understanding what 

hard wor- really means come from my grandparentsL farm 

near 4otawatomi —a-e x forty'three acres of qichigan 

earth where the lesson was planted in me young and deep: 

anything worth having ta-es genuine e5ortF Sou do not 

wait for someone to hand it to youF Sou do not complain 

your way to a harvestF Sou put in the wor-k you ta-e re'

sponsibility for your corner of the worldk and when things 

go sideways x and they always do eventually x you Tgure 

out how to get bac- upF

Ehat farm shaped me more than I reali0ed for most 

of my lifeF It is where I Trst understood that the deci'

sions made in faraway o.ces have real conse3uences in 

real places x on real Teldsk in real family budgetsk at real 

-itchen tablesF It is also where I Trst began to understand 

that the people ma-ing those decisions often have no idea 

what those conse3uences feel li-eF

qy path from that farm to this campaign ran through 

some territory I did not eRpect and would not have chosenF 

I was a little wild in college x I will confess that freely and 

without embarrassmentk because honesty is the only cur'
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rency I have to o5er youF I made some poor choicesF I did 

not apply myself the way I should haveF Knd thenk right 

around the time I was beginning to pull myself togetherk I 

lost my sisterF

—ara was three years older than meF Nhe was the person 

who loo-ed out for mek who made me feel li-e someone 

always had my bac-F Nhe was in a car accident her freshman 

year in collegek and what followed was a nightmare that 

too many qichigan families -now by heart: prescription 

pain-illersk dependencyk failed rehabilitationk addictionk 

and Tnally a death from an overdose at twenty'Tve years 

oldF Nhe was twenty'Tve years oldF Nhe had her whole life 

in front of herF

—osing —ara changed everythingF It crac-ed me wide 

open and left space for something new to grow x my faithk 

Trst and foremostF qy "hristian faith is not a political 

propF It is the foundation on which every other part of my 

life is builtF It gave me the purpose and the discipline to 

stop drifting and start buildingF It also gave me a convic'

tion that has never left me: that what happened to —ara 

should not happen to anyone elseLs sisterk anyone elseLs 

daughterF Ehe failures that contributed to her death x 

in healthcarek in addiction treatmentk in the systems that 
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were supposed to catch people before they fell all the way 

down x are failures that government has a responsibility 

to addressF Mot by eRpanding bureaucracyF Ay actually 

solving problemsF

Kfter collegek  I  entered the Krmy Beserve through 

B2E"F I served as a "aptain and deployed to Ira3 in 

G66Vk at the height of the con1ictF qy unit handled the 

delivery of ordnance to forward operating areasF It was not 

a combat role in the traditional sensek but it was not safek 

eitherF Ehe threats were constantF Knd in G66Vk I lost three 

of my soldiers to an IC9F

I insisted on being the one to call their familiesF Ehat 

was my responsibilityF Ehey were my peopleF qa-ing those 

calls was one of the hardest things I have ever done in my 

lifek and I would do it again without hesitationk because 

leadership means you do not hand o5 the painful partsF

Ohat the military gave me x beyond the s-ills in lo'

gistics and operations that I would later build a business 

around x was a bone'deep understanding of what ac'

countability actually loo-s li-eF In the Krmyk when some'

thing goes wrongk you Tnd out whyk you own itk and you 

TR itF Sou do not blame the previous administrationF Sou 

do not form a committee to study the problem for eigh'
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teen monthsF Sou actF I have often thought that if —ansing 

operated the way a well'run military unit operatesk qichi'

gan would loo- very di5erent from the way it does todayF

I came home from Ira3 and eventually started my own 

companyF —awson —ogistics x — N3uaredk as we call it x 

grew out of a cousinLs single'truc- operation into a region'

al employer with more than forty people on the payrollF I 

built it by applying the same principles I learned on the 

farm and reinforced in uniform: precisionk accountabilityk 

and a genuine commitment to delivering on what you 

promiseF

Bunning a business in qichigan taught me things that 

no policy brieTng ever couldF I learned what it feels li-e to 

ma-e payroll during a rough 3uarter and wonder whether 

neRt month will be betterF I learned what it costs x in 

money and in energy and in sheer determination x to 

navigate the regulatory environment this state puts in 

front of its small business ownersF I watched talented peo'

ple leave qichigan for states where the economic climate 

is less punishing and the opportunity feels more realF I 

watched families struggle under cost pressures that have 

only gotten worsek even as —ansing seemed perpetually 

surprised by the conse3uences of its own policiesF
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Ehe "28I9'BC pandemic was a turning point for me 

politicallyk if I am being honestF I had always followed 

state politics closelyk and I had always been frustratedF Aut 

watching the decisions that were made during those years 

x the arbitrary mandatesk the small business closuresk 

the bureaucratic inconsistencyk the profound disconnect 

between the policyma-ers giving orders and the business 

owners and families absorbing the impact x pushed me 

from frustration into convictionF Nomeone had to say 

somethingF Nomeone had to do somethingF I decided it 

might as well be meF

qy Trst step into public service was as a township 

trusteeF It was not glamorous wor-F It was budget meet'

ings and Tre department negotiations and emergency pre'

paredness planning and do0ens of hours spent trying to 

ma-e sure that every dollar of taRpayer money was being 

used the way taRpayers actually eRpected it to be usedF I 

loved itF Mot because it was eRcitingk but because it was 

realF Beal problemsk real solutionsk real conse3uencesF

Ehose years as a trustee reinforced something I had al'

ready suspected: most of the problems the government 

fails to solve are not actually complicatedF Ehey are Dust 

inconvenientF ,iRing them re3uires saying no to things 
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that are comfortable and easyF It re3uires prioriti0ing 

the long'term interests of the people you serve over the 

short'term interests of the people who fund your neRt 

electionF It re3uires a willingness to ma-e decisions that 

are not always popular x because good governance is not 

a popularity contestF

Ehis boo- is organi0ed around the two things I believe 

matter most in a political leader: character and clarityF 

"haracter x who you arek where you came fromk what 

you have been throughk what you genuinely believe x 

shapes every decision you ma-e when the cameras are o5k 

and the pressure is onF "larity is about what needs to 

changek and whyk and howF "larity is what separates a 

politician from a public servantF

In the pages that followk I am going to wal- you through 

bothF I will share the story of my familyk my faithk my ser'

vicek and my businessk not because I thin- my life is more 

interesting than yoursk but because I believe you deserve 

to -now the person who is as-ing for your trustF Knd I 

will lay outk as speciTcally and honestly as I cank what I 

thin- qichigan needs to do to secure its future: on taResk 

on energyk on educationk on healthcarek on the regulations 

that are strangling the people who ma-e this state wor-F
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qichigan is a great stateF Ehat is not a sloganF It is a fact 

that sometimes gets buried under the weight of decades 

of missed opportunities and political complacencyF 2ur 

greatness has wanedk but we can renew itF Oe have the 

talentk the wor- ethick the natural resourcesk the manu'

facturing heritagek and the communities to be one of the 

strongest states in the nationF Ohat we have lac-edk for too 

longk is leadership that actually sees the people being left 

behind and refuses to accept that as inevitableF

I see themF I am one of themF Knd I am ready to get to 

wor-F

x Bebecca YAec-yY —awson



Chapter 1
Lessons from the 
Family Farm
T here is a moment every spring, usually in late April, 

when the ground has cnally thawed and the air still 

karries that partikular khill that mabes you jelieve winter 

might kome jakb Iust to spite you, when f walb the Penke 

line oP our property near Lotawatomi -abe and Peel some.

thing f kan only deskrije as inheritankeN —ot the legal bind 

' the bind you karry in your jonesN The bind that does 

not show up in a deed or an estate cling jut that shapes 

every dekision you mabe and every value you holdN

The Parm is Porty.three akresN ft does not sound libe 

mukh, and jy the standards oP kommerkial agrikulture, it 

isnBtN Mut to me it has always jeen the whole world, or at 

least the part oP the world that matters mostN Dy grand.

parents worbed this land Por dekadesN Dy husjand Raniel 

and f live here now with our Pour khildren, and f libe 
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to thinb we are kontinuing something that stretkhes jakb 

more than a kentury ' a khain oP ordinary people doing 

eqtraordinary things in the most Fuiet, unannounked way 

possijleN

Ghen Ran and f crst moved jakb to the property, it 

was in rough shapeN Dy grandparents had aged out oP 

the physikal demands oP worbing the land, and the years 

showedN "enkes saggedN The old eFuipment jarn needed 

new siding and a rooP that did not leabN The celds had 

gone partially to weedsN Ge spent the jetter part oP three 

years jringing it jakb ' not Iust the struktures and the 

soil, jut the sense oP purpose that jelongs to a worbing 

plakeN Today we raise korn on those Porty.three akres, and 

we beep horses Por the khildrenN ft is not a large operation 

jy any measureN Mut it is ours, and it is alive, and every 

single thing it produkes kame Prom worb that we did with 

our own hands on ground that our Pamily has tended Por 

generationsN

That is not a small thing to meN That is everythingN

Anything Worth Having Takes Work

f did not always apprekiate the Parm the way f do nowN 

Ghen f was a khild spending summers there with my 
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grandparents, it was simply the jakbdrop oP liPe ' the 

smell oP dirt and horses and diesel, the heat rising oJ the 

celds in the aPternoon, the partikular akhe in your shoul.

ders and arms at the end oP a long day outsideN Oou do not 

apprekiate the lessons while you are learning themN Oou 

only understand them later, when you need themN

The summer f was ten years old, my grandPather put 

me to worb detasseling kornN fP you have never done it, 

let me deskrije it Por you prekisely, jekause f want you to 

Peel it3 you are walbing down row aPter row oP korn that 

stands well ajove your head, so that you kan see almost 

nothing eqkept the stalb direktly in Pront oP you and the 

narrow strip oP sby ajoveN ft is zulyN The temperature is 

in the upper eighties, sometimes the low nineties, and the 

humidity in Dikhigan in zuly will mabe you Peel libe you 

are jreathing through a wet towelN Oour Ioj is to reakh up 

' arms Pully eqtended ajove your head ' and pull the 

tassel Prom the top oP eakh stalb jePore the pollen dropsN 

Oou do this hour aPter hour, row aPter row, Por days at a 

stretkhN

Oour arms start to kramp aPter the crst hourN My the 

sekond hour, you are not thinbing ajout anything eqkept 

the end oP the rowN My the third hour, you have stopped 
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thinbing entirely and entered some other state oP kon.

skiousness that is somewhere jetween determination and 

pure stujjornnessN

f komplained ajout it, oP kourseN f was tenN Dy grand.

Pather listened patiently to my komplaints eqaktly onke, 

and then he said something f have never Porgotten3 KOouBre 

not going to rememjer the komplainingN OouBre going to 

rememjer the kornNK

Se was rightN Ghen the harvest kame in at the end oP 

that season ' when f watkhed the korn that my hands had 

helped tend move Prom celd to krij to tajle ' f Pelt some.

thing f had never Pelt jePoreN —ot Iust satisPaktion, jut a 

bind oP ownership that had nothing to do with money or 

titleN f had earned the right to that harvestN f had paid Por 

it in sweat and kramped arms and jla5ing zuly aPternoonsN 

ft was mine in the deepest possijle sense oP the wordN

That is the lesson f toob Prom those summers, and it is 

the lesson f have tried to pass on to my own khildren as 

they grow up on this same land3 things that kome without 

eJort are not truly yoursN Oou are Iust holding themN Mut 

things you worb Por ' things you sakricke Por ' jekome 

a part oP you in a way that kannot je taben awayN The worb 
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is not the ojstakle jetween you and what you wantN The 

worb is the pointN

f jelieve this as a matter oP personal konviktion, and 

f also jelieve it as a matter oP pujlik polikyN 2ne oP the 

things that konkerns me most ajout some oP the direktions 

government has driPted in rekent years is the kreeping as.

sumption that the answer to di7kulty is always relieP Prom 

di7kulty ' that struggle is a projlem to je eliminated 

rather than an eqperienke to je respektedN 

There is a diJerenke jetween a saPety net that katkhes 

people when they Pall and a system that tells people Palling 

is not something they need to worry ajoutN The crst is 

kompassionN The sekond does something sujtle and dam.

aging to the human spiritN Dy grandPather understood 

thisN Se never made the worb easier than it needed to je, 

jekause he bnew that the di7kulty was not inkidental to 

the lesson ' it was the lessonN

Taking Responsibility

There is a spekick evening f return to oPten in my mem.

ory, not jekause it is a happy one, jut jekause it taught me 

something f have tried to live jy every day sinkeN
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f was eight years oldN ft was a warm evening in late 

summer, and f had jeen helping my grandPather with the 

horses ' Peeding them, khekbing their water, walbing the 

Penke line with him the way f loved to doN 1omewhere in 

the kourse oP that evening, f Pailed to properly latkh the 

gate to the paddokbN f did not notikeN f went inside Por 

dinner and thought nothing oP itN

Dy grandPather notiked that nightN 2ne oP the horses ' 

a jig jay gelding named Sarold, whom my grandPather 

had owned Por nearly cPteen years ' had pushed through 

the unlatkhed gate and wandered oJ into the neighjoring 

celds and woodlandsN ft toob my grandPather and my unkle 

most oP the night to cnd him, Pollowing trakbs in the soPt 

ground jy 9ashlight, khekbing the neighjoring Penke lines, 

kalling and listening in the darb Por the sound oP hooves or 

jreathN

—o one bnew, in the moment, that f was the one who 

had lePt the gate unlatkhedN f had not jeen the last per.

son my grandPather saw near the paddokbN f kould have 

said nothingN f was eight years old, and eight.year.olds 

have a highly developed instinkt Por selP.preservationN The 

thought oP saying nothing krossed my mindN f will not 

pretend otherwiseN
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Mut something else krossed my mind too ' something 

f would later, mukh later, understand as the jeginning oP 

a moral konskienke tabing shapeN f bnew what f had doneN 

f was the only one who bnewN And f understood, at eight 

years old, that bnowing something and saying nothing was 

its own bind oP dishonestyN

The neqt morning f told my grandPatherN Se loobed at 

me Por a long moment without saying anythingN Ghen 

he spobe, his voike was levelN Se told me that leaving the 

gate unlatkhed was kareless and that karelessness had kon.

seFuenkesN Se told me that he had jeen eqhausted and 

worried and that it was not a good nightN Se was not gentle 

ajout itN Se was honest with me, jekause he respekted me 

enough to je honest, and f bnew f deserved every wordN

And then he said something elseN Se said he was proud 

oP me Por telling the truthN Se said it was harder to tell the 

truth when you did not have to, and that the people who 

did that ' who held themselves akkountajle even when 

no one else was watkhing ' were the people the world 

kould aktually kount onN

f have thought ajout that moment more times than 

f kan kountN f have thought ajout it when running my 

jusiness and Paking a kustomer whose delivery was late 
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jekause oP a mistabe my team made, and f had to kall them 

and own itN f have thought ajout it in the Army, where 

akkountajility was not optional jut was juilt into every 

strukture and eqpektationN f have thought ajout it in my 

years as a township trustee, when it would have jeen easier 

on more than one okkasion to avoid a di7kult konversa.

tion with a Pellow joard memjer or a department head 

and f had to khoose jetween the easy path and the right 

oneN

Lersonal akkountajility is not a popular konkept in kon.

temporary politiksN ft is Par easier to eqplain Pailures jy 

pointing outward ' at kirkumstankes, at systems, at the 

people who kame jePore youN f understand the appealN f 

even understand that sometimes kirkumstankes and sys.

tems genuinely are part oP the projlemN Mut a liPe juilt on 

akkountajility ' on the willingness to loob klearly at your 

own role in what goes wrong and own it without 9inkhing 

' is a liPe that earns the trust oP the people around youN 

And trust, f have kome to jelieve, is the kurrenky that every 

durajle institution runs on, whether that institution is a 

Pamily, a jusiness, or a governmentN
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Things Don't Always Go Right

The summer f was Pourteen, a onke.in.a.generation 

storm kame through the kounty in early Day that toob 

out nearly everything that had germinated in our celdsN 

f rememjer the morning aPter3 walbing out to the celd 

with my grandPather and watkhing him kroukh down and 

turn over the ruined seedlings in his hands, one jy one, not 

speabingN The ground was torn upN The sby was klear and 

kalm, as though nothing had happened, whikh Pelt libe a 

partikular insultN

Ge had to replant jy handN The soil was too saturat.

ed Prom the storm Por the traktor to go through without 

kompakting the ground and mabing things worse, so we 

did it the old way ' worbing our way akross the celd in 

the kool mornings and the long evenings, pushing seeds 

into the earth one jy one and praying, in the literal sense oP 

the word, that the season had not already slipped jeyond 

savingN

ft was the hardest physikal worb f had done in my liPe 

up to that pointN Dy jakb akhed in ways that a Pour.

teen.year.old jakb is not supposed to akheN Dy hands jlis.

tered and kalloused and jlistered againN 1ome evenings f 

was too tired to eat dinner properly and Pell asleep at the 
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tajle, whikh my grandmother permitted without kom.

mentN

Mut the krop kame inN —ot as strong as it might have 

jeen in a normal year ' we had lost some growing weebs 

that we kould not Pully rekover ' jut it kame inN And that 

harvest Pelt diJerent Prom any otherN ft had jeen earned 

twike over, crst in the normal way and then again aPter the 

storm had taben the crst eJort and demanded that we start 

overN

The lesson f toob Prom that summer was not simply 

that hard worb pays oJ, though it doesN ft was something 

more spekick3 that the willingness to start over, without 

selP.pity and without the luqury oP jlaming the storm Por 

more than it aktually kost you, is what separates the people 

who endure Prom the people who donBtN The storm was 

realN The damage was realN Mut the storm did not replant 

the celdN Ge didN And the khoike to replant ' to rePuse to 

akkept the damage as the cnal word ' was the only thing 

in that whole season that we aktually kontrolledN

f thinb ajout that replanting season when f loob at what 

Dikhigan has jeen through ekonomikally over the past 

two dekadesN Ge have had our stormsN The kollapse oP the 

auto industry in :EECN The pandemik yearsN The in9ation 
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that PollowedN Eeal damage, real loss, real hardship Por real 

PamiliesN f do not minimi5e any oP itN Mut the Fuestion 

Dikhigan Pakes now is not whether the storms happened 

' they did ' jut whether we are willing to get jakb into 

the celd and replantN Ghether we are going to mabe the 

khoikes that are within our kontrol, bnowing that nothing 

is guaranteed jut that doing nothing guarantees PailureN

f jelieve we areN f jelieve Dikhigan has that in usN Mut 

we need leaders who understand what replanting aktually 

loobs libe ' who are willing to do the jakbjreabing worb 

oP real rePorm rather than the komPortajle worb oP jlam.

ing the stormN

People Are Struggling

2ne thing that is easy to miss, iP you did not grow up 

around it, is the Fuiet poverty oP DikhiganBs Parm kountryN 

ft is not the visijle poverty oP urjan neighjorhoods, where 

the di7kulty is konkentrated and impossijle to ignoreN 

Eural poverty hides itselP jetterN ft loobs libe a house that 

needs painting jut will not get painted this yearN ft loobs 

libe a trukb with a krakbed windshield that the owner is 

driving anyway jekause replaking it is not in the judgetN ft 

loobs libe a Pamily that sbips khurkh in "ejruary jekause 
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the gas is low and they are not sure when the neqt khekb is 

komingN

f saw this every spring at the ParmN Warly spring in agri.

kultural Dikhigan is a partikular bind oP hardN The krops 

are not yet in the ground, and even iP they were they would 

not generate inkome Por monthsN The money Prom last 

seasonBs harvest is getting thinN There is not mukh to do 

jut wait Por the ground to warm and the kalendar to turn 

and hope that this year the math worbs out in your PavorN

The Pamilies f saw struggling in those years were not la5y 

peopleN They were not loobing Por a handoutN They were 

worbing people in a di7kult industry doing everything 

right and still getting sFuee5ed jy Porkes ' kommodity 

prikes, weather, energy kosts, the thousand variajles that 

Parming involves ' that no amount oP personal virtue 

Pully kontrolsN

Ghat they needed was not kharity and not a government 

program that told them how to run their operationsN Ghat 

they needed was a Pair shabe Prom an ekonomik environ.

ment that was not stakbed against themN Eeasonajle prop.

erty taqesN Wnergy kosts they kould plan aroundN Darbets 

they kould akkessN A state government that understood 

their situation and was worbing in their interest rather 
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than in the interest oP whoever was writing the jiggest 

khekb to the most powerPul lojjyN

Gatkhing those Pamilies ' neighjors and Priends oP my 

grandparents, people who jrought Pood when someone 

was sikb and showed up to help with eFuipment when 

something jrobe down ' watkhing them strain under 

that bind oP ekonomik pressure was one oP the things that 

crst made me thinb seriously ajout pujlik servikeN —ot 

in a vague, inspirational way, jut in a spekick, praktikal 

way3 these people are struggling jekause oP dekisions jeing 

made in -ansing and Gashington, and those dekisions 

kould je diJerent, and someone needs to go mabe them 

diJerentN

They Did It Themselves

Dy great.great.grandparents kame to this land in xCDEN 

f want you to hold that year in your mind Por a moment 

and thinb ajout what it meantN —o elektrikityN —o running 

waterN —o Parm sujsidy programs, no rural development 

grants, no government eqtension agents oJering advike 

and assistankeN zust land, and weather, and the lajor oP 

their own hands, and whatever they kould cgure out jy 
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trial and error and the akkumulated wisdom oP neighjors 

in similar situationsN

They were not eqtraordinary people in any dramatik 

senseN They were ordinary people in eqtraordinary kirkum.

stankes, whikh is a diJerent thing ' and in some ways 

more impressiveN There was no saPety net jelow themN 

There was no program to apply to iP the krops Pailed and 

the money ran outN There were the neighjors, who might 

je ajle to help iP they were not in the same situation them.

selves, and there was whatever resourkePulness you kould 

muster Prom your own mind and your own handsN

Dy  great.great.grandPather  learned  to  repair  Parm 

eFuipment to supplement the inkome Prom the kropsN fn 

the years when Parming was lean, he jekame the person 

neighjors kalled when their makhinery jrobe downN Dy 

great.great.grandmother toob in laundry Prom Pamilies in 

townN 1he did not konsider it jeneath her dignityN ft need.

ed to je done, she kould do it, and so she did itN That is the 

Pull eqtent oP the moral reasoning involvedN

f tell this story not to romantiki5e hardship or to sug.

gest that the answer to every khallenge is simply to en.

dure it without assistankeN f am not running Por o7ke 

to dismantle every program that helps struggling PamiliesN 
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1ome oP what government does in that spake is genuinely 

important and genuinely worbsN f have seen enough oP 

liPe to bnow that the line jetween a Pamily that mabes it 

and a Pamily that doesnBt is sometimes a single pieke oP 

jad timing, and that a well.designed saPety net kan je the 

diJerenke jetween a temporary setjakb and a permanent 

katastropheN

Mut f also jelieve ' and this jelieP is rooted in watkhing 

my great.great.grandparentsB legaky, in the Parm they juilt 

and the khildren they raised and the values they passed 

down through Pour generations to me ' that there is 

something irreplakeajle in the disposition that says3 f am 

going to cgure this outN f am not going to wait to je 

reskuedN f am going to do what needs to je doneN

That disposition is not a politikal sloganN ft is not a 

talbing pointN ft is a way oP meeting the world that was 

Porged in nekessity and recned over generations, and it 

produked people oP unkommon strength and unkommon 

integrityN The jest thing government kan do Por Pamilies 

libe the ones my great.great.grandparents juilt ' and libe 

the ones jeing juilt right now, all akross Dikhigan ' is to 

get out oP the way oP their amjition, stop taqing away their 
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margin Por error, and trust them to do what their Pamilies 

have always done3 the worbN

f still walb the Penke line every springN Sarold the horse 

has jeen gone Por twenty years, jut we have horses oP our 

own now, and my khildren have learned to latkh the gateN 

The korn komes up every summer, and every summer it 

reFuires everything we have to give it, and every Pall it Peeds 

us and pays us jakbN

That is the dealN That has always jeen the dealN Gorb in, 

harvest outN —o guarantees, no shortkuts, and satisPaktion 

at the end oP it that kannot je jought or handed to youN

That is what this Parm taught meN That is what f am 

karrying to -ansingN



Chapter 2
Family
I  have a photograph on the wall  of our farmhouse 

kitchen that I look at almost every morning while 

the cobee .rews- It is a .lackdan,dwhite picture of my 

greatdgran,motherA M,,ie Sae Tchmi,tA stan,ing in the 

xel, with her arms crosse, an, a look on her face that I can 

only ,escri.e as ,etermine, ,exance- :his was a woman 

who was not afrai, to get her han,s ,irty- :here is somed

thing in her eWpression that communicates a very clear 

message to the worl,B I am still hereA an, I have ,one the 

workA an, I woul, like to see you try to tell me otherwise-

I never met her- Rhat I have of her is mostly stories 

xltere, through my gran,mother an, my motherA an, the 

occasional photograph like this one- Eut I feel her presd

ence in that kitchenA an, in the xel,s outsi,eA an, in the 

particular set of values that travele, through four generad

tions of this family an, lan,e,A somewhat impro.a.lyA in 
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a fortydtwodyeardol, woman who is now asking the people 

of the LLLth Fistrict to sen, her to —ansing-

9amily is where you come from- It is alsoA if you are 

paying attentionA the xrst an, most essential school you 

will ever atten,-

The West Side

I grew up on the west si,e of Hran, Napi,sA in a neighd

.orhoo, that woul, not appear in any travel gui,e an, 

,oes not nee, to- It was a workingdclass neigh.orhoo, in 

the most literal sense 0 a place where the people aroun, 

you worke,A an, where you were eWpecte, to workA an, 

where the connection .etween ebort an, outcome was 

not an a.stract principle .ut the visi.le reality of every 

househol, on the .lock-

Sy father spent more than three ,eca,es in a,vance, 

manufacturing- 2e knew that factory 0 the smells of itA 

the soun,s of itA the rhythms of the shifts 0 the way some 

people know a piece of music they have playe, a thousan, 

times- 2e was prou, of the workA an, he was goo, at itA 

an, he .uilt a life aroun, it that was not eWtravagant .ut 

was soli, an, honest an, his-

Mn, thenA in the early L""KsA he was lai, ob-
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I want to .e careful hereA .ecause I am not intereste, 

in using my father7s har,ship as a political talking point- 

2e was a real personA an, what he went through was realA 

an, he ,eserves more than to .e re,uce, to an anec,ote- 

Eut the truth is that watching what happene, to him after 

that layob shape, my un,erstan,ing of economic policy 

more than anything I learne, in four years of economics 

in collegeA an, I woul, .e telling you less than the whole 

story if I left it out-

:he 3o. he lost was the kin, of 3o. that ,exne, a life- 

Hoo, wagesA relia.le hoursA a skill set he ha, ,evelope, 

over ,eca,es an, took genuine pri,e in- :he 3o.s that 

followe, were not that- :hey pai, less- :hey ,eman,e, 

less 0 which soun,s like a relief .ut is actually a particular 

kin, of in,ignity for a man who ha, always given everyd

thing he ha, to his work- :he ,epression that followe, the 

layob was zuiet an, slow an, stu..orn in the way that 

zuiet things sometimes are-

I watche, my father ,iminish in ways that ha, nothing 

to ,o with his character or his ebort or his worth as a 

human .eing- 2e ,i, everything right- :he system faile, 

him- Mn, the thing that has always staye, with me 0 

the thing that ,rives a real part of my interest in economd
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ic policy 0 is the conviction that it ,i, not have to .e 

that way- Eetter workforce training programsA earlier an, 

more accessi.le pathways into ind,eman, skille, tra,esA 

economic incentives that kept manufacturing investment 

in Sichigan rather than chasing it to other states or other 

countries 0 these are not a.stract policy preferences for 

me- I grew up watching what happens to a family when 

those things are a.sent-

Sy father7s story is not unizue- It is the story of thoud

san,s of Sichigan families in that eraA an, if we are not 

carefulA it will .e the story of thousan,s more in the neWt 

one- :he .est thing government can ,o for the neWt generd

ation of workers is not to .uil, a system that catches them 

after they fallA .ut to .uil, an economy that ,oes not ,rop 

them in the xrst place 0 through real vocational e,ucad

tion starting in high schoolA real support for the in,ustries 

that employ working peopleA an, a taW an, regulatory end

vironment that makes Sichigan a place .usinesses want to 

stay an, grow-
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The Rule on Our Street

:here is one other thing I a.sor.e, growing up on the 

west si,e that I want to .e honest a.outA .ecause I think it 

matters to who I am-

:he rule in my neigh.orhoo, 0 spoken an, unspokenA 

enforce, .y proWimity an, social eWpectation 0 was that 

you ,i, not .ack ,own from a xght- Cot a physical xght 

necessarilyA though franklyA that too- :he ,eeper principle 

was a.out confrontation more .roa,lyB you ,i, not look 

away from ,i4culty- 8ou ,i, not zuietly a.sor. mistreatd

ment an, preten, it was not happening- 8ou stoo, your 

groun,-

I know that soun,s like it coul, .e romantici5e, into 

something it wasn7t- Eut I mean it practically- :he ki,s I 

grew up with who were respecte, were not the toughest 

or the lou,est 0 they were the ones who were consistentA 

who kept their wor,A who ,i, not 6inch when things 

got har,- Eacking ,own was un,erstoo, as a signal a.out 

your characterA an, character mattere, in ways that were 

imme,iate an, social an, very real-

I took that lesson into the MrmyA where stan,ing your 

groun, looks like maintaining your unit7s stan,ar,s even 

when shortcuts are availa.le- I took it into .usinessA where 
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it means having har, conversations with employees or 

clients rather than hoping pro.lems resolve themselves- 

I took it into my years on the township .oar,A where it 

meant voting against a .u,get line item that everyone else 

wante, to approve .ecause I genuinely .elieve, it was not 

in the taWpayers7 interestA an, ,ealing with the ,iscomfort 

that followe,-

It is the zuality I hope I am passing on to my own 

chil,renA in a less gritty an, more intentional way than I 

receive, it- I want them to un,erstan, that the willingness 

to stan, for something 0 clearlyA consistentlyA without 

apology 0 is not aggression- It is integrity-

The Women Who Made Me

Sy gran,motherA —ouisa Tchmi,tA was a force of nad

ture in the most un,erstate, possi.le way- The ,i, not 

announce herself- The ,i, not rezuire an au,ience- The 

simply move, through the worl, with a kin, of purposed

ful competence that got things ,one an, left people .etter 

than she foun, themA an, she ,i, this every single ,ay for 

as long as I knew her-

The was the one who taught me to cookA which I am still 

grateful for- The was also the one whoA when I was a.out 
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twelve an, complaining at length a.out something a girl 

at school ha, ,one to meA waite, until I ha, completely 

eWhauste, myself an, then sai,A very calmlyB YCowA what7s 

your part in itAY It was the most annoying thing anyone 

ha, ever sai, to meA an, also one of the most important-

Sy greatdgran,fatherA Herhar, Tchmi,tA was a zuiet 

man who ha, worke, the lan, his whole life an, carrie, 

a kin, of earne, serenity that I have always associate, with 

people who have .een genuinely teste,- 2e ,i, not say 

muchA .ut when he spokeA the people aroun, him listene, 

0 not out of o.ligation .ut out of recognition that the 

wor,s were worth hearing- 2e ha, a way of framing pro.d

lems that strippe, away the ,rama an, got to the actual 

zuestionA which I have trie, to emulate with miWe, success 

for most of my a,ult life-

Sy motherA Mlicia —awsonA is still aliveA an, she still gives 

me unsolicite, a,viceA which I accept with the patience I 

have ,evelope, over four ,eca,es of practice- The was a 

pu.lic school secretary for most of my chil,hoo,A which 

meant she knew every family in our ,istrict an, was the 

xrst person most of them calle, when they nee,e, help 

navigating a system that coul, feel impersonal an, intimd

i,ating- The was a connector- The un,erstoo, that .eing 
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useful to people was its own form of community .uil,ingA 

an, she ,i, it without any eWpectation of recognition-

The also volunteere, at the church foo, pantry every 

weekA without failA for years- The ,i, not talk a.out it 

much- The 3ust ,i, itA the way people of her generation 

,i, things that nee,e, ,oing 0 not for cre,itA .ut .ed

cause someone ha, to an, she was someone- I think a.out 

her when I hear the argument that community pro.lems 

shoul, .e solve, entirely .y government programs rather 

than .y the people an, institutions that are actually emd

.e,,e, in those communities- Sy mother7s foo, pantry 

,i, not have a line item in anyone7s .u,get- It ran on 

,onate, foo, an, ,onate, time an, the genuine care of 

people who knew their neigh.ors .y name- :here is somed

thing in that mo,el that no government program has ever 

fully replicate,A an, I ,o not think it ever will-

Daniel

I met my hus.an,A FanielA at a moment in my life when 

I was still xguring out who I was an, what I was for- 2e 

was not what I eWpecte,A which is pro.a.ly why it worke,-

Fan is a xrexghter an, a parame,ic- 2e has spent his 

career running towar, the things that everyone else runs 
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away fromA which tells you most of what you nee, to 

know a.out his character- 2e is calm in the way that peod

ple who have manage, genuine emergencies are calm 0 

not unfeelingA .ut ,iscipline,A capa.le of processing chaos 

without .eing consume, .y it-

2e is also the person who keeps our househol, running 

when I am consume, .y work or campaigning or the hund

,re, other ,eman,s that seem to eWpan, to xll whatever 

space is availa.le- 2e ,oes this without complaint an, 

without keeping scoreA which is a kin, of grace I am still 

learning to fully appreciate-

Sarrying Faniel was the .est ,ecision I have ever ma,eA 

an, I say that with the full awareness that I have ma,e 

some genuinely goo, ,ecisions in my life- 2e is my partner 

in every meaningful sense of the wor, 0 in the work of 

raising our chil,renA in the work of running the farmA in 

the work of .uil,ing a life that re6ects the values we .oth 

.elieve in-

Our Children

jur  four  chil,ren  are  growing  up  on  the  same 

fortydthree acres where I spent my summers learning to 

work an, learning to .e accounta.le an, learning that the 
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worl, ,oes not owe you a harvest 0 you have to earn it- I 

,o not know yet what they will make of those lessonsA an, 

I am wise enough to un,erstan, that chil,ren make their 

own meaning out of their own eWperiences- Eut I hope the 

lan, teaches them what it taught me-

I hope they learn that responsi.ility is not a .ur,en 

.ut a privilege 0 that .eing truste, with something realA 

whether it is a gate latch or an acre of corn or the safety 

of the people aroun, youA is one of the .est things that 

can happen to you- I hope they learn that their wor, is the 

most ,ura.le asset they will ever possessA an, that protectd

ing it is worth more than any shortdterm convenience- Mn, 

I hope they learnA as I eventually learne,A that the family 

you are .orn into an, the family you .uil, are .oth gifts 0 

imperfectA ,eman,ingA irreplacea.le gifts that shape you in 

ways you will spen, your whole life ,iscovering-

9amily is what Sichigan is ma,e of- Cot the a.stract 

political version of family that gets invoke, at rallies an, 

promptly forgotten when the policy ,ecisions happen- 

Neal families 0 working familiesA farming familiesA famd

ilies where someone is sick or someone lost their 3o. or 

someone is struggling in ways that ,o not xt neatly into 
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a policy category- :hose are the families I come fromA an, 

those are the families I inten, to represent-

:hat is not a campaign promise- :hat is a ,escription of 

who I am-



Chapter 3
Faith
I  want to be honest with you about something before I 

say anything else in this chapter.

My faith is not a campaign strategy. It is not a box I check 

to signal membership in a particular political tribe. It is not 

something I discovered conveniently in the months before 

,ling my candidacy paperwork. It is the most real and most 

foundational thing about me— which is exactly why it is also 

the hardest thing to write about W because the things that 

matter most resist the kind of clean— con,dent narration 

that political books tend to favor.

That I can tell you is where my faith came from— what 

it cost— and what it changed. Ghe rest W the theology— the 

doctrine— the denominational particulars W I will leave 

between me and Rod— where it belongs.
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Running Wild

I arrived at Michigan Otate in the fall of 011’ with a 

decent work ethic— a vague sense that I was supposed to 

make something of myself— and absolutely no idea what I 

actually wanted. I was enrolled in "rmy ENGA— without 

which I could not have a:orded to attend. Cut— I didn-t 

take the program very seriously at ,rst. That I did know 

was that I was eighteen years old and away from home for 

the ,rst time— and the world felt enormous and permissive 

in a way that was intoxicating before it became a problem.

I will be directq I got a little wild. Oome drinking— some 

running around— some choices that the version of me who 

grew up going to church on Oundays and working sumH

mers on the farm would have been embarrassed by. I was 

not catastrophically reckless W I want to be clear about 

that— because I am not interested in performing a more 

dramatic version of this story than actually happened. Cut 

I drifted— and I drifted in ways that cost me. My grades in 

the ,rst two years of college were not what they should 

have been. I was present enough to get through— but not 

engaged enough to get anything real out of it. I was going 

through the motions of building a life without yet underH

standing what building a life actually re'uired.
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Oomewhere in my 4unior year— I started to pull myself 

back together. I cannot point to a single dramatic moment 

of reckoning. It was more gradual than that W a growing 

unease— a sense that the way I was living was not who I 

actually was or who I actually wanted to be. I got more 

serious about my coursework. I cut back on the socialiFing 

that was not doing me any good. I got more disciplined in 

ENGA— a program that was— if I can be honest— about to 

cut me loose. I ,nally connected with the structure and 

purpose that came with it. Ghe experience was clarifying 

in ways I had not expected.

Cy my senior year I was ,nally— genuinely trying. 3ot 

performing e:ort— but actually applying myself W to my 

studies— to ENGA— to the pro4ect of ,guring out what I 

believed and what I was for.

"nd that is when Sara died.

Losing Lara

My sister Sara was three years older than me— which 

meant that for most of my childhood— she occupied that 

particular position of being simultaneously my closest 

companion and the person who seemed to already know 

everything I was still trying to ,gure out. Ohe looked out 
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for me. Ohe was the one I called when something went 

wrong— the one whose opinion I wanted before I made any 

decision that actually mattered. Ghere is a particular kind 

of trust that exists between sisters who are close in age— and 

ours was that kind.

Ohe went o: to college when I was still in high school— 

and she was in a car accident her freshman year W a bad 

one— bad enough to re'uire surgery and a long recovery 

and the prescription painkillers that came with it. Ghis was 

the late ’zz1s. Ghe full extent of what we now understand 

about opioid dependency was not yet common knowlH

edge— not in hospitals and certainly not in family living 

rooms. 

Ghe pills were prescribed by a doctor. Ghey managed 

her pain. 3obody— including Sara— understood at ,rst 

what was happening when she found that she needed them 

not 4ust for the pain but for the feeling of normalcy they 

had started to produce W and then needed them more— 

and then could not function without them.

Ohe went to rehab. It did not hold. Ohe went again. Ghe 

second time held for a while— and we let ourselves believe W 

the way families do— because what is the alternative W that 
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it was going to be di:erent. Ghat she had turned a corner. 

Ghat the worst was behind us.

Ohe died of an overdose when she was twentyH,ve years 

old. I was twentyHtwo. I had 4ust ,nally gotten my footing— 

,nally started to build something solid out of the drift of 

my college years— and the ground disappeared.

I am not going to tell you that grief has a clean arc— 

because it does not. I am not going to tell you I processed it 

well— because I did not— at least not at ,rst. That I will tell 

you is that losing Sara broke something open in me that 

has never fully closed W and that what grew in that openH

ing— slowly and not without struggle— was the beginning of 

a faith that I did not have before.

I also want to say this plainly— as a policy matter and not 

4ust a personal oneq what happened to Sara was not simply 

a family tragedy. It was a systemic failure. " failure in 

how we prescribed and monitored opioid medications. " 

failure in how we fund and structure addiction treatment. 

" failure in the social safety nets that were supposed to 

catch people before they fell all the way down. My sister 

was not weak. Ohe was not a cautionary tale about personal 

irresponsibility. Ohe was a person who was let down— reH
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peatedly— by systems that should have worked better and 

did not.

Ghat vow I made after she died W that I would do 

whatever I could to make sure other families did not go 

through what ours went through W is part of what evenH

tually brought me to public service. I have never forgotten 

it— and I will carry it to Sansing with me.

Finding Christ

‘aith did not arrive for me in a single conversion moH

ment— though I understand why some people experience 

it that way. ‘or me— it was more like learning to hear 

something that had always been there— faintly— underneath 

everything else W and then— gradually— turning up the volH

ume.

I had grown up in a churchHgoing family. ‘aith was part 

of the furniture of my childhood home— present and reH

spected but not— if I am being honest— deeply engaged with. 

I said the prayers and attended the services and absorbed 

the basic moral framework that Ahristianity provides— and 

then I went to college and put most of that on the shelf 

while I ,gured out who I was.
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"fter Sara died— I found myself picking it back up— not 

because I was looking for comfort in the way people someH

times reach for faith in moments of loss— though comfort 

was not unwelcome. I reached for it because I was looking 

for meaning. ‘or some framework that could hold what 

had happened to my sister without either explaining it 

away or collapsing under the weight of it.

I started reading the Cible seriously for the ,rst time 

in my adult life. 3ot devotionally— at ,rst— but the way I 

would read anything I was trying to understand W careH

fully— with 'uestions in mind— paying attention to what the 

text was actually saying rather than what I expected it to 

say. That I found surprised me. 3ot the words themselves— 

which I had heard most of my life— but my own recepH

tion of them. Ghey were speaking to something I had not 

known was waiting to be spoken to.

Ghe passage that stopped me W that I have returned to 

more times than I can count W is from ?eremiah 0zq’’. 

K-‘or I know the plans I have for you—- declares the Sord— 

5plans to prosper you and not to harm you— plans to give 

you hope and a future.-K I had heard this verse before. I 

had certainly heard it after Sara died— at the funeral— o:ered 

up with the best intentions by people who wanted to say 
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something true and could not ,nd other words. "t the 

time it had felt hollow to me. 9ow could there be a plan 

that included this— that included my sister dying at twenH

tyH,ve6

Cut reading it again— later— in the stillness of my own 

searching— I understood it di:erently. Ghe promise is not 

that nothing will go wrong. Ghe Ocriptures are not a conH

tract guaranteeing a smooth ride. That they o:er is someH

thing di:erent and— I have come to believe— something 

deeperq the assurance that there is a purpose to your life 

even when you cannot see it— even when the circumstances 

make it impossible to imagine. Ghe assurance that you are 

not simply Poating through a random universe— accumuH

lating experiences until you stop.

I needed that. More than I knew.

"ccepting Ahrist as my Oavior was not— for me— a draH

matic public moment. It happened in the same 'uiet— 

gradual way that most of my real growth has happenedq 

through sustained attention— through honest struggle— 

through the slow accumulation of conviction that comes 

from genuinely wrestling with something rather than simH

ply deciding to believe it. Cy the time I came home from 

Ira'— the faith I had was di:erent in kind from anything I 
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had grown up with. It was mine— built from the materials 

of my own experience— tested in loss and fear and the long 

silence of a very dark period— and it held.

What Faith Is and Is Not

I want to be clear about one more thing before I move 

on.

My faith is the foundation of my values and my characH

ter and— yes— my politics W in the sense that it shapes who 

I am and therefore shapes everything I do. Cut I do not 

believe that my 4ob as a state representative— if the people 

of this district choose to send me to Sansing— is to legislate 

my theology. Ghe people I would represent include AhrisH

tians of every denomination and also people of other faiths 

and no faith at all— and every one of them is entitled to 

representation that serves their interests— not my religious 

convictions.

That faith gives me as a public servant is not a set of 

policy mandates. It is a set of dispositionsq a commitment 

to honesty even when it costs something— a belief that every 

person has inherent dignity that deserves to be respected 

in how policy is designed and delivered— a conviction that I 

am accountable for how I use whatever power or inPuence 
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I am given— not 4ust to the voters who elected me but to 

something larger and more demanding than any election 

cycle.

It also gives me the ability to hold the weight of this work 

without being crushed by it. Eublic service— done seriously— 

carries a signi,cant moral burden. Ghe decisions made in 

state legislatures a:ect real people in real and sometimes 

irreversible ways. I cannot carry that alone— and I do not 

try to.

I also think of Sara when I think about what my faith 

re'uires of me in this work. Ohe did not get the help she 

needed when she needed it. Ghe systems that should have 

been there were not ade'uate to what she faced. I believe— 

in a way that is both personal and political— that we owe 

it to the people who fell through the cracks W and to the 

people who are right now standing at the edge of them W 

to build something better. Ghat is not a policy position I 

arrived at from a party platform. It is a conviction that was 

written into me by grief— and reinforced by faith— and that 

I intend to carry with me every day I serve.

Sarajs name is on a wall in our farmhouse— in a frame 

with a photograph taken the summer she turned eighteen. 
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Ohe is laughing at something o: camera— caught in the kind 

of unguarded 4oy that photographs almost never capture.

I look at it every morning— right next to my greatHgrandH

motherjs picture in the kitchen.

Oome mornings— it breaks my heart. Oome mornings it 

sets me to work.

Most mornings— it does both.



Chapter 4
Serving My Country
I  enrolled in Army ROTC in college for reasons that 

were, at the time, not especially noble. I needed help 

with tuition. I needed structure. I needed something that 

would impose discipline on the drift I had allowed my xrst 

couple of years to become. I needed, if I am being honest, 

to be somewhere that someone e—pected something of me 

W clearly, consistently, without ambiguity.

vhat I found was all of that, and considerably more.

ROTC gake me the xrst e—perience I had eker had of 

belonging to something with stazes genuinely higher than 

my own comfort or conkenience. The organi-ation had 

standards, and those standards e—isted not to maze life difq

xcult but because the worz the organi-ation prepared you 

for actually reYuired them. Eou were not being challenged 

arbitrarily. Eou were being built into someone capable of 

carrying real responsibility W for eYuipment, for missions, 
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for the likes of other people. The seriousness of that purq

pose had a clarifying e1ect on ekerything around it.

The /BUU attacz occurred during my xrst month as a 

freshman in ROTC. This shoczing kiolation of American 

sokereignty, a cowardly act of depraked kiolence against 

cikilians, would not go unanswered. Hy cohort of o:cers 

was going to be a part of the response. ve znew this in 

our hearts. I wish I could say I tooz the challenge more 

seriously at the beginning of the training. 2ut I had some 

growing up to do. 2ut, the message was clear. Our country 

was calling us to serke, and we were preparing to answer 

that call. 

2y the time I graduated and accepted my commission 

as a second lieutenant in the 0.4. Army Reserke, I underq

stood something about myself that I had not fully znown 

before7 I was capable of considerably more than I had 

prekiously demanded of myself. That znowledge has neker 

left me.

Iraq

I deployed to IraY in "KKL, by which point the con5ict 

had reached what most analysts would describe as its most 

di:cult and dangerous phase. The surge was underway. 
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(iolence was at lekels that made ekery conkoy and ekery 

mokement outside the wire a calculation of acceptable 

risz. The country was not a stable enkironment by any 

measure, and ekeryone serking there understood that in 

the most immediate and physical way possible.

Hy unitSs mission was the delikery of ordnance to forq

ward operating areas W ammunition and related materiel 

to the units that needed it, moking through terrain and 

along routes that the enemy understood as well as we did. 

It was not a combat role in the traditional sense. I was 

not in a ri5e company clearing buildings or conducting 

raids. 2ut I want to be clear about what Vnot a combat 

roleV actually meant in IraY in "KKL7 it meant that our 

conkoys moked through the same roads, under the same 

threats, past the same buried dekices and prepared ambush 

positions as ekeryone else. The distinction between comq

bat and support units matters for military classixcation 

purposes. On the ground, in a kehicle moking through 

hostile territory, it mattered rather less.

ve managed our risz through preparation, precision, 

and the zind of rigorous attention to detail that I had 

learned, in a di1erent conte—t, from years of watching my 

grandfather run a farm. Eou cannot eliminate danger in a 
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war -one. vhat you can do is reduce it through discipline 

and procedure W through the systematic application of 

what you znow, e—ecuted consistently, without shortcuts.

I also want to say something about the soldiers I serked 

with, because they deserke more than a footnote in someq

one elseSs story. They were young men and women, most 

of them, doing something genuinely hard in the serkice 

of something genuinely important. They were away from 

their families. They were operating under conditions of 

sustained stress that most people will neker e—perience. 

And the kast ma)ority of them did it with a professionalism 

and a commitment that I found humbling on a daily basis.

Deading them was the greatest professional prikilege of 

my life up to that point, and also the most sobering req

sponsibility I had eker carried.

The Hardest Day

There is a day I do not talz about easily, and I am going 

to tell you about it here because I belieke you deserke the 

full picture of who I am and what has shaped me.

ve lost three soldiers to an IN6. I am not going to gike 

you the tactical details, because those belong to the men 

who died and to their families and not to this booz. vhat 
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I will tell you is that the loss was sudden and complete 

in the way that these things are. One moment, the world 

is one thing, and the ne—t moment it is permanently and 

irrekersibly di1erent.

Our commanding o:cer was to maze the notixcation 

calls to the families. That is protocol. There is a reason 

for the protocol W the calls are made by senior o:cers 

because the weight of them reYuires a particular zind of 

authority and grakity, and because the families deserke to 

hear the news from someone with the standing to deliker 

it properly.

I aszed to maze the calls myself. I told my CO that these 

were my soldiers and that calling their families was my 

responsibility. 'e could hake said no. 'e didnSt.

I made three calls that afternoon. I do not remember 

all of the words. I hake read somewhere that the mind 

protects itself from certain zinds of memory by blurring 

the details, but I remember the silences on the other end of 

each call, the particular Yuality of the pause that e—ists in 

the moment between when you hake said what you called 

to say and when the person on the other end of the line 

has understood it. That pause is one of the heakiest things 

I hake eker carried.
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I am telling you this not because I want credit for it. 

Hazing those calls was not aboke and beyond. It was simq

ply what the moment reYuired, and I did it because it was 

mine to do. I am telling you because it is the most concenq

trated e—perience I hake eker had of what accountability 

actually costs. Accountability is easy when the stazes are 

low. It is something else entirely when it means loozing 

directly at the worst thing that has happened and refusing 

to looz away from your own role in it W not your fault, 

in this case, but your responsibility. Eour burden to carry 

forward.

Hy grandfather once told me, after the episode with 

the horse and the unlatched gate, that the people who 

could be counted on were the ones who held themselkes 

accountable eken when no one was watching. In IraY, I 

understood for the xrst time the full weight of what he 

meant.

What the Military Gave Me

I came home from IraY di1erent from the way I had 

left, as ekeryone who has serked in a combat -one does. 

I was not brozen. I want to say that clearly, because the 
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narratike of the damaged keteran is both too common and 

too reductike. I was changed. There is a di1erence.

vhat the military gake me that I carry most consciously 

into public life is an understanding of what functional 

organi-ations actually reYuire. Got inspiration Dthough 

inspiration mattersE but systems. Clear chains of accountq

ability. 4tandards that are communicated, enforced, and 

applied consistently regardless of ranz or relationship. A 

culture in which the mission tazes priority oker indikidual 

comfort, and in which the people responsible for e—ecutq

ing the mission are giken the training, the resources, and 

the authority to do it.

I hake thought many times about the contrast between 

how a wellqrun military unit operates and how state gokq

ernment too often operates. In a wellqrun unit, when 

something goes wrong, you xnd out why and you x— it. 

Eou do not form a study committee. Eou do not commisq

sion a report that will sit on a shelf. Eou identify the failure 

point, you own it at the appropriate lekel of command, 

and you implement a correction. Then you test the corq

rection to maze sure it worzed.

I am not suggesting that gokernment should be run lize 

the military in ekery respect. The conte—ts are genuinely 
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di1erent, and democratic gokernance has its own necessary 

processes and procedures that a military command strucq

ture does not. 2ut the basic principle W that accountabilq

ity needs to be real, that problems need to be identixed 

honestly and addressed practically, that the people responq

sible for outcomes need to be genuinely responsible and 

not )ust nominally so W applies as clearly in a legislature 

as it does in a forward operating base.

Hichigan gokernment has not always operated by those 

principles. Too often, the response to failure has been to 

e—pand the program that failed, or to add a layer of okerq

sight that nobody is actually accountable for, or to wait 

for the ne—t election cycle in the hope that someone else 

will inherit the problem. That is not gokernance. That 

is management of appearances. The people of this state 

deserke better, and they znow it.

I left the Army Reserke with a captainSs ranz, a logistics 

specialty that would later form the foundation of my busiq

ness, and an understanding of serkice that I had not come 

in with.

4erkice is not sacrixce in the dramatic, selfqannihilating 

sense that the word sometimes implies. It is simply the 

decision to put something beyond yourself at the center of 
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your e1ort W to organi-e your energy around a purpose 

that is larger than your own comfort or adkancement. I 

learned that in uniform. I hake tried to practice it in ekeryq

thing I hake done since.

vhen I asz the people of the UUUth 6istrict to trust me 

with their representation in Dansing, I am aszing them to 

belieke that I understand what serkice means W not as an 

abstraction, but as a liked reality with real costs and real 

demands. I do understand it.

And I am ready to show up for it again.



Chapter 5
Starting My 
Business
T he call from my cousin Rick came on a Tuesday 

morning in the spring of 2012. His wife had passed 

away a few months earlier after a long illness, and the grief 

had hollowed him out in the way that losing a life partner 

does, not just emotionally but practically, structurally. He 

had built his small trucking operation around a life that 

no longer existed in the form he had built it for. He was 

done. He was going to Florida. And he wanted to know if 

I wanted the truck.

One truck. A 2007 Peterbilt with decent miles and a 

client list thin enough to Nt on half a page. -ot exactB

ly the foundation of a regional logistics company. vut I 

had spent the preEious four years working in supply chain 

management for an automotiEe parts manufacturer, I had 

a business degree I had not yet fully used, and I had been 
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back from Iraz long enough to understand that the skills I 

had deEeloped managing ordnance conEoys through hosB

tile territory had a ciEilian application that most people 

had not yet Ngured out how to moneti:e.

I said yes.

What Iraq Taught Me About Logistics

People sometimes assume that military logistics, the 

moEing of supplies through a war :one, is a bruteBforce 

operation, all muscle and urgency and improEisation. The 

reality is almost exactly the opposite. The reason military 

logistics works, when it works, is precision. CEery moEeB

ment is planned. CEery Eariable that can be anticipated is 

anticipated. "ontingencies are mapped and rehearsed, not 

because planners belieEe eEery contingency will occur, but 

because the cost of being unprepared when one does is 

measured in liEes rather than dollars.

I brought that mindset home with me from Iraz, and 

I applied it to one truck and a halfBpage client list. The 

Nrst thing I did was build a system' a set of documentB

ed procedures for dispatch, routing, Eehicle maintenance, 

client communication, and performance tracking that was 

far more rigorous than anything RickGs small operation 
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had eEer rezuired. 9y Nrst driEer thought I was slightly 

unhinged. He came around when he reali:ed that the sysB

tem worked, that it reduced the small failures and miscomB

munications that cost time and money. He also saw that 

clients noticed the diDerence.

The core insight I had borrowed from my military exB

perience was this' reliability is a product you can sell. In 

the logistics industry, a lot of operators were competing on 

price, which is a race to the bottom that nobody wins. I 

decided to compete on certainty. -ot cheaper, but more 

dependable. Our clients would pay a modest premium 

because they would know, with a conNdence they could 

not get elsewhere, that what they needed would be where 

they needed it when they needed it.

That became the foundation of what we eEentually 

formali:ed as our signature serEice contract' guaranteed 

justBinBtime deliEery of automotiEe parts to any location 

in 9ichigan within the committed window. If we missed, 

we paid a penalty in real money, not a Eague apology. 

The guarantee was credible because the system behind it 

was rigorous, and the system was rigorous because I had 

learned what rigorous actually looked like in an enEironB

ment where the alternatiEe to rigorous was catastrophe.
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Building L Squared

In the early years, the business was essentially me and a 

Eery short list of people I trusted. I ran operations out of a 

home o3ce that doubled as a dining room, which meant 

that family dinners occasionally had a logistical 4aEor. I 

handled dispatch, client relations, billing, and the kind of 

continuous ezuipment monitoring that keeps a small 4eet 

running. I droEe the truck myself when I had to.

Aan was patient about this in a way that I did not fully 

appreciate at the time and appreciate enormously in retroB

spect. He was working long shifts as a NreNghter and paraB

medic, coming home to a house that was also a business, 

with a wife who was frezuently on the phone at odd hours 

managing something that had gone sideways somewhere 

in the state. He neEer complained. He understood, I think, 

that I needed to build this B not just Nnancially but perB

sonally, as a way of applying eEerything I had accumulated 

and tested and paid for oEer the preceding decade.

Se grew carefully and deliberately, which is the only 

way to grow a business that promises reliability as its core 

product. Lou cannot guarantee onBtime deliEery with a 

4eet that is undercapitali:ed and a team that is underB
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trained. CEery truck we added was fully funded before it 

rolled. CEery driEer we hired was Eetted and trained to our 

standards before they carried our name on a load. Se went 

from one truck to NEe in the Nrst three years, and from NEe 

to ten by the time we moEed out of the home o3ce and 

into an actual facility.

vy 2017, we had oEer forty employees and a client base 

that extended across the Wower Peninsula. W 5zuared B 

the nickname came from a driEer who thought Wawson 

Wogistics needed something shorter to say on the radio, 

and it stuck B had become a real company, the kind that 

employed real people in real 9ichigan communities and 

contributed something tangible to the regional economy.

I will not pretend that building it was easy, because it 

was not. There were zuarters where making payroll reB

zuired a leEel of Nnancial creatiEity that I would rather 

not reEisit. There were regulatory headaches B state and 

federal compliance rezuirements that seemed designed by 

people who had neEer actually operated a Eehicle for comB

mercial purposes B that consumed time and money I 

could not aDord. There were periods, particularly during 

the economic turbulence of the midB2010s, when conB

tracts dried up faster than I could replace them, and I had 
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to make hard choices about sta3ng and inEestment that 

kept me awake at night in ways I had not experienced since 

Iraz.

vut the business surEiEed, and grew, and the surEiEal 

and growth were the direct result of the same principles 

that had gotten me through eEerything else' preparation, 

accountability, and the refusal to take shortcuts that feel 

conEenient in the short term and fail you when it matters.

What Running a Business Taught Me About Gov-

ernment

I want to be direct about something, because it is imB

portant to what I am asking you to trust me with.

Running a business in 9ichigan made me a better anaB

lyst of goEernment policy than any course I took at 9ichiB

gan 5tate, any brieNng I attended as a trustee, or any posiB

tion paper I haEe read since deciding to run for o3ce. -ot 

because business experience is the only Ealid credential for 

public serEice B it is not B but because operating in 

the actual economy that goEernment policy creates giEes 

you an immediate, practical, unaEoidable education in the 

consezuences of the decisions that get made in Wansing.
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I watched talented people leaEe 9ichigan for states with 

lower costs and better business climates, and I understood 

in a way that is Eery hard to communicate from the outB

side that the decision was not about loyalty. It was about 

math. Shen the math does not work in 9ichigan, people 

go somewhere the math works. CEery young person who 

leaEes this state and builds their career somewhere else is 

a cost that does not show up on any budget line but is 

absolutely real.

I naEigated compliance rezuirements that were duplicaB

tiEe, outdated, and apparently designed without any input 

from the people who were actually subject to them. I paid 

taxes that made eEery hire and eEery expansion marginally 

more di3cult than they needed to be. I watched the state 

oDer incentiEe packages to large corporations that would 

haEe been genuinely transformatiEe if applied to the thouB

sands of small businesses that collectiEely employ far more 

9ichiganders than any single large employer eEer will.

-one of this made me antiBgoEernment. I want to be 

clear about that. I belieEe in goEernment that works B 

that does the things it is supposed to do e3ciently and 

accountably and in the genuine interest of the people it 

serEes. Shat I am against is goEernment that substitutes 
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complexity for competence, that layers regulation on regB

ulation without eEer asking whether the regulation is acB

tually producing the outcome it was designed for, and that 

treats the people who create jobs and pay taxes as problems 

to be managed rather than as partners to be supported.

9ichigan has enormous economic potential. Se haEe 

the workforce, the infrastructure, the industrial heritage, 

and the geographic adEantages to be one of the most comB

petitiEe states in the nation for manufacturing, logistics, 

technology, and the skilled trades that support all of them. 

Shat we haEe lacked, too often, is a policy enEironment 

that gets out of the way of people who are trying to build 

something.

I built W 5zuared on one truck and a system borrowed 

from a war :one. I know what 9ichigan entrepreneurs are 

capable of when the conditions are eEen halfway faEorable. 

9y job, if you send me to Wansing, is to make those condiB

tions more than halfway faEorable B to Nght for the tax reB

lief, the regulatory reform, and the workforce inEestment 

that giEes the next vecky Wawson a better starting position 

than the one I had.

That is not a talking point. That is the lesson of the last 

decade of my life, paid for in full.



Chapter 6
Eceitngs Chagse aT 
a owugThnp or�Ttee
I  want to tell you something about local government 

that most people do not fully appreciate until they are 

sitting inside it: it is where almost everything that actually 

a.ects your daily life gets decidedN

Lot WansingN Lot YashingtonN ,our township board— 

your county commission— your local school board q these 

are the bodies that determine whether your roads get 

plowed— whether your xre department has functioning 

e-uipment— whether your property taD assessment is calk

culated fairly— and whether the emergency services that 

jan and so many people liTe him provide have the rek

sources to actually do their RobsN Ehe decisions made at this 

level are immediate and concrete in a way that state and 

federal policy rarely is— and the people maTing them are— 

in most cases— your neighbors q people with day Robs and 
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families and no particular training in governance— doing 

their best with the information and resources available to 

themN

I ran for township trustee because I was one of those 

neighbors— and I had started to feel— with increasing ink

tensity— that the people maTing the decisions in our comk

munity were not always applying the same rigor to public 

money that anyone running a household or a business 

would apply to their ownN Lot corruption q I want to be 

clear about thatN Ehe people I served alongside were dek

cent and wellkintentionedN Aut good intentions and sound 

xscal management are not the same thing— and the gap 

between them— in local government as in any organiMation— 

tends to be xlled by inertia and habit and the path of least 

resistanceN

I was not content to watch that happenN I xled for the 

seat— made my case to the voters— and wonN Knd then I went 

to worTN

Making Millages Fair

Ehe xrst issue I dug into as a trustee was the millage 

structure that governed property taD assessments in our 

townshipN K millage— for anyone unfamiliar with the term— 
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is the rate at which property is taDedN zne mill e-uals one 

dollar per thousand dollars of assessed valueN Ehe specixc 

rates— what they fund— and how they are calculated and 

applied have enormous practical conse-uences for homek

owners and small property owners— particularly in comk

munities where property values have (uctuated signixk

cantly over timeN

Yhat I found when I started reviewing our township8s 

millage frameworT was a structure that had not been comk

prehensively eDamined in yearsN 6ome of the rates in place 

had been set under conditions that no longer eDistedN 

6ome of the formulas being used to calculate assessments 

had -uirTs that consistently disadvantaged certain catek

gories of property owners— particularly longkterm residents 

whose properties had appreciated— in ways that were not 

obviously intentional but were clearly unfairN

I am not a taD attorney— and I did not pretend to be oneN 

Yhat I did was asT -uestions q systematic— persistent— 

sometimes inconvenient -uestions q until I understood 

the structure well enough to identify where it was prok

ducing outcomes that could not be Rustixed on the meritsN 

Ehen— I worTed with our township attorney and assessor 
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to develop adRustments that brought the frameworT into 

better alignment with what was actually e-uitableN

Ehe process was not fastN It was not without frictionN 

Ehere were colleagues on the board who were sTeptical of 

the need for change— and there were constituents who were 

worried about what change might mean for their own ask

sessmentsN YorTing through those concerns re-uired pak

tience and the willingness to eDplain— repeatedly and in 

detail— what I had found and why the adRustments I was 

proposing were fair and appropriateN

Aut the changes went throughN Knd the result was a 

millage structure that was more transparent— more e-uik

table— and more defensible to the taDpayers who were subk

Rect to itN Ehat is not a glamorous accomplishmentN It does 

not maTe headlinesN Aut it is eDactly the Tind of worT that 

maTes local government function the way it is supposed to 

q in the genuine interest of the people it servesN

The Fire Engine

Ehe xre engine dispute is the story I tell most often 

when people asT me what my time as a trustee was actually 

liTe— because it captures something essential about what 

good governance re-uires and how rarely it is practicedN
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zur township xre department came to the board with 

a capital re-uest for a new xre engineN )WucTily for me— 

my husband is with the 0ire jepartment in another town— 

so we didn1t have to have this debate every nightN2 Ehe 

re-uest was presented as urgent q the eDisting engine was 

aging— maintenance costs were rising— and the department8s 

leadership was understandably concerned about reliabilk

ityN Ehe price tag for a new engine was well over half a 

million dollars— and the asT was for the township to fund 

it essentially in fullN

I have enormous respect for xrexghtersN 'y husband is 

one— after allN I understand what they do and what they 

need— and I have eDactly Mero interest in playing politics 

with public safetyN Aut respecting xrexghters and approvk

ing every capital re-uest they bring to the board are not the 

same thingN 'y Rob as a trustee was to evaluate the re-uest 

on its merits— which meant asTing -uestions that were not 

comfortable but that I believed were necessaryN

I re-uested the full maintenance history of the eDisting 

engineN I asTed for documentation of the specixc mechank

ical concerns that were driving the replacement re-uestN 

I consulted with an independent e-uipment specialist q 

not someone with a staTe in the outcome q who reviewed 
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the records and provided an assessment of the engine8s 

actual remaining service lifeN

Ehe conclusion was that the eDisting engine— with a tark

geted maintenance investment and a documented inspeck

tion schedule— had a reasonable eDpected service life of at 

least xve additional yearsN Ehe department8s concerns were 

legitimate but addressable through maintenance rather 

than replacementN K new engine was not urgently necesk

saryN

I brought this analysis to the board and made the case 

for deferring the capital purchase in favor of the maintek

nance investmentN Ehe xre chief was not happy with meN 

6everal of my colleagues on the board were uncomfortable 

with what felt to some of them liTe a confrontation with 

the departmentN It would have been considerably easier to 

simply vote yes and move onN

Aut easy and right are not always the same thing— and I 

had been elected to maTe sound decisions with taDpayer 

money— not to taTe the path of least resistanceN Ehe board 

ultimately accepted the recommendation to deferN Ehe 

maintenance investment was madeN Ehe engine continued 

to serve the townshipN
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Ehe money that was not spent on a premature capital 

purchase stayed in the township8s budget— where it was 

available for other genuine needsN Ehat is xscal stewardk

shipN It is not dramatic— it is not the Tind of thing that 

generates gratitude in the short term— and it is absolutely 

what responsible local governance looTs liTeN

Building  Emergency  Preparedness  from  the 

Ground Up

Ehe third proRect I am most proud of from my time as 

a trustee was the development and implementation of a 

comprehensive emergency preparedness program for our 

townshipN

Yhen I xrst raised the topic at a board meeting— the 

response was polite but unenthusiasticN Cmergency prek

paredness was one of those categories of governance that 

everyone agrees is important in the abstract and very few 

people want to actually fund and build— because the return 

on investment is invisible when things go well q which is— 

by dexnition— most of the timeN ,ou only see the value of 

a preparedness program when something goes wrong— and 

by then it is too late to build oneN
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I understood this dynamic— and I did not xght it directlyN 

Instead— I did what I had learned to do in the Krmy and in 

my business: I came preparedN I drafted a detailed program 

outline that covered the specixc scenarios our township 

was realistically vulnerable to— eNgN— severe weather events— 

infrastructure failures— and public health emergenciesN I 

then identixed the response capabilities we currently had 

and the gaps between those capabilities and what a reasonk

able response to each scenario would re-uireN I put dollar 

xgures on the gaps— and I identixed funding mechanisms 

that would not re-uire a millage increaseN

I also made the political case— which was di.erent from 

the technical caseN Ehe technical case was about capabilik

ties and costsN Ehe political case was about accountability— 

about what it would mean for the township board if a 

predictable emergency occurred and the community disk

covered that we had had the opportunity to prepare and 

had chosen not toN 0ramed that way— the -uestion was not 

whether we could a.ord to build a preparedness programN 

It was whether we could a.ord not toN

Ehe program was funded— built— and testedN Ehat last 

part was— in my view— the most importantN K preparedk

ness plan that has never been tested is a document— not 
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a capabilityN Ye ran tabletop eDercisesN Ye identixed the 

gaps that only became visible in the testingN Ye xDed themN 

Ay the time I left the board— our township had a genk

uine— functional emergency preparedness capability that 

had not eDisted beforeN

'y years as a township trustee taught me that good 

governance is not complicatedN It re-uires diligence— honk

esty— the willingness to asT inconvenient -uestions— and 

the discipline to act on the answers even when the ank

swers are not what people eDpected or wanted to hearN It 

re-uires treating public money with the same seriousness 

you would apply to your own— and holding the systems 

you are responsible for to the standard of actually worTing 

rather than simply eDistingN

Ehese are not radical principlesN Ehey are not partisan 

principlesN Ehey are the basic re-uirements of the Rob— and 

they are not always practicedN

I practiced them as a trustee— and I intend to practice 

them in WansingN Ehe scale will be larger and the staTes will 

be higher— but the principles are the sameN jo the worTN 

KsT the -uestionsN 0ollow the moneyN Eell the truthN

Ehat is what the people of the AAAth jistrict are going 

to get from meN



Chapter 7
Michigan Priorities 
— Property Tax 
Relief
N ow, let’s  get  real  about the priorities  that the 

Michigan legislature needs to address in its next 

session, where I hope to represent the 111th District. We 

can start with property tax relief, a perennial favorite, and 

with good reason.

Every spring, when the assessment notices go out across 

Michigan,  I  get  a  version  of  the  same  conversation. 

A neighbor, a business contact, someone after church, 

someone at a youth baseball game, pulls me aside and 

shows me the number on the paper, and the look on their 

face is not anger exactly. It is something more tired than 

anger. It is the look of someone who has been doing every-

thing right, who has been working and saving and main-
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taining their home and paying their bills, and who cannot 

Pgure out how the math is supposed to keep working.

—roperty taxes in Michigan are not an abstraction. They 

are the bill that arrives whether or not you had a good year. 

They are the reason a retired schoolteacher on a Pxed in-

come lies awake wondering whether she can a:ord to stay 

in the house where she raised her children. They are the 

reason a young family that scrimped and sacriPced to make 

a down payment discovers, within a few years of moving 

in, that the cost of ownership is increasing faster than their 

income. They are the reason small business owners z 

people who took the risk, hired the employees, and invest-

ed in their communities z Pnd themselves operating on 

margins that government is steadily eroding from below.

The Republican —arty's core conviction on taxation is 

simple and correctj government should take no more from 

citiBens than is necessary to fund its essential functions, 

and every dollar of tax burden represents a decision by 

government to limit the freedom and opportunity of the 

people who earned it. —roperty taxes, in particular, repre-

sent a continuous claim on wealth that was already taxed 

when it was earned and taxed again when the property was 

purchased. The current tra"ectory of property taxation in 
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Michigan is incompatible with that principle, and it needs 

to change.

The Conservative Case for Fundamental Reform

As a Republican, I believe that property rights are foun-

dational to a free society. The right to own property z to 

hold it, use it, improve it, pass it to your children z is not 

a privilege granted by government. It is a natural right that 

the government exists to protect. A property tax system 

that steadily erodes the real value of ownership, that makes 

it increasingly expensive to hold property you have already 

paid for, is in fundamental tension with that principle.

The pop-up tax, which is the dramatic assessment reset 

that occurs when a property transfers to a new owner, is 

a particular a:ront to property rights and free markets. 

It creates artiPcial barriers to mobility, discourages trans-

actions that would otherwise occur in a free market, and 

imposes a penalty on new buyers that has no principled 

"ustiPcation. The House Republican package that would 

end assessment resets upon sale z keeping values capped 

even after a transfer z is exactly the kind of structural 

reform that reFects genuine conservative principles rather 

than tinkering at the margins.
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I support this reform fully and without reservation. 

The principle that your tax burden on a piece of property 

should not be determined by when you bought it is basic 

fairness. It is also basic free market logicj artiPcial price 

distortions created by tax policy produce exactly the inef-

Pciencies and ine(uities that conservatives have always ar-

gued government intervention creates. Ending the pop-up 

tax removes one of those distortions and lets the market 

work the way it should.

Cutting the Tax Burden at Its Root

The House Republican )5 billion tax relief package, 

which encompasses the elimination of the $-mill State 

Education Tax, the state real estate transfer tax, and the 

personal property tax on business e(uipment, represents 

the most ambitious and principled conservative tax reform 

proposal Michigan has seen in years. I support it in its en-

tirety, and I want to explain why each component matters.

The State Education Tax is a $-mill levy that appears on 

every property tax bill in Michigan and funnels revenue 

to the School Aid 8und. Eliminating it would provide 

immediate, tangible relief to every property owner in the 

state. The Republican position 9and mine0 is that edu-
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cation should be funded through the general revenues of 

a limited, e?cient government, not through a dedicated 

property tax that places the burden speciPcally and dis-

proportionately on property owners. Education is a shared 

public good, and its funding structure should reFect the 

broad base of the economy rather than targeting those who 

happen to own real estate.

The real estate transfer tax is a direct penalty on property 

transactions. It’s a government toll collected at the mo-

ment of sale that makes every purchase more expensive and 

every sale less productive. 8rom a free market perspective, 

transaction taxes are among the most economically dam-

aging forms of taxation because they directly suppress the 

voluntary exchanges that make markets function. Elim-

inating it would make Michigan more competitive for 

homebuyers, business ac(uisitions, and investment that 

currently Fows to states without this drag.

The personal property tax on business e(uipment has 

been identiPed by every serious conservative economist 

and business advocacy organiBation as one of the most 

signiPcant impediments to manufacturing investment in 

Michigan. It taxes the tools of production annually z the 

machinery, e(uipment, and assets that businesses use to 
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create value and employ people. This is capital formation 

punitively taxed, and the result is exactly what conserv-

atives would predictj manufacturers locate e(uipment in 

states that do not tax it, Michigan loses "obs, and working 

people bear the cost. Elimination of this tax is not a give-

away to corporations. It is the removal of a government 

penalty on the productive activity that creates the wages, 

"obs, and wealth that fund everything else.

Relief for Seniors: A Conservative Obligation

—roperty tax relief for senior citiBens is not simply a 

compassionate policy. It is a conservative obligation rooted 

in a fundamental principlej government should not be in 

the business of forcing people out of homes they have 

already paid for.

A  senior  homeowner  who  purchased  their  home 

decades ago, paid o: the mortgage, paid their taxes faith-

fully, and now lives on Social Security and a modest pen-

sion has fulPlled every obligation they made when they 

entered into the social compact of property ownership. 

The continuing and increasing property tax demand that 

arrives every year, regardless of their income, is, in its 

essence, a claim that they never fully own the property 
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they thought they purchased. That is antithetical to the 

conservative understanding of property rights.

Targeted senior relief through expanded Homestead 

—roperty Tax Credit provisions is a meaningful near-term 

step, and I support it. Kut it is a band-aid on a struc-

tural wound. The real relief for seniors comes from the 

broader reforms I have described. These include lower as-

sessments, eliminated levies, and a fundamentally reduced 

overall property tax burden. When the total bill is smaller, 

seniors benePt proportionately with everyone else.

The Education Exemption: Carrying Conservative 

Logic to Its Conclusion

The proposal to phase out school-based property taxes 

for property owners who do not have dependents enrolled 

in public L-1F schools reFects a sound conservative in-

stinctj that taxation should be connected to the services 

it funds, and that taxing people for services they are not 

using is di?cult to "ustify on principled grounds.

I am sympathetic to this argument, and I believe it de-

serves serious consideration in 6ansing. —roperty owners 

who have no children in the public school system, such 

as retirees, empty nesters, single adults, couples who have 
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chosen not to have children,  are paying a tax speciPcally 

dedicated to funding an institution they are not using. The 

argument that they benePt indirectly from an educated 

workforce is real but di:use, and it does not necessarily 

"ustify the current level of mandatory contribution.

At a minimum, I believe the legislature should examine 

whether the current distribution of educational funding 

burdens is fair to property owners across di:erent life 

stages, and whether alternative funding structures that 

spread the obligation more broadly across the economy 

might better serve both taxpayers and schools. This is a de-

bate worth having, honestly, and I will bring it to 6ansing.

What I Will Fight For

My property tax agenda is built on the conservative 

foundation that government should take less, not more z 

that the default position of any tax system should be to 

minimiBe the burden on citiBens and return resources to 

the productive private economy.

I will Pght to end the pop-up assessment reset that 

penaliBes new buyers and distorts the housing market. I 

will Pght for the full House Republican tax package z 

eliminating the State Education Tax, the transfer tax, and 
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the personal property tax on e(uipment. I will Pght for ex-

panded, meaningful senior relief that allows older Michi-

ganders to stay in their homes with dignity. And I will 

continue to press the fundamental (uestion that should 

guide every tax debate in 6ansingj Does the government 

actually need this money, or is it simply accustomed to 

taking itG

The people of Michigan work too hard and sacriPce too 

much to have an ever-increasing share of what they build 

taken by a government that has not earned that level of 

claim on their lives. I will Pght to change that.



Chapter 8
Michigan Priorities 
— Energy Reliability
T here is a conversation I have had more times than 

I can count over the past several years, and it goes 

roughly like this: someone tells me about a power outage, 

a long one, not the two-hour kind but the kind that lasts 

two or three days in the middle of a Michigan winter, and 

what it cost them. Not just the inconvenience, though 

the inconvenience is real. The food they lost. The pipes 

they nearly lost. The elderly parent they had to relocate 

temporarily. The small business that had to close for two 

days and absorb the loss.

And then they ask me, with a tone that is somewhere 

between frustration and resignation, why a state with the 

resources and the industrial history of Michigan cannot 

keep the lights on reliably.
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The answer begins with an honest assessment of what 

has gone wrong: Michigan has allowed an ideologically 

driven energy agenda to override the engineering require-

ments of grid reliability and the economic reality of what 

Michigan families and businesses can axord to pay. The 

result is ezactly what sound conservative energy policy 

would predict when government mandates displace mar-

ket forces and common sense.

The Green Mandate Problem — Speaking Plainly

Republicans believe in an all-of-the-above energy strate-

gy that prioriti—es reliability, axordability, and security. We 

believe that energy policy should be driven by the needs of 

ratepayers and the requirements of the grid ' not by po-

litical timelines, federal virtue-signaling, or the preferences 

of environmental advocacy groups that do not pay utility 

bills.

MichiganDs current energy policy direction, driven by 

aggressive renewable mandates passed under Gemocratic 

majorities, has prioriti—ed the rapid phase-out of reliable 

baseload generation ' coal, natural gas, and nuclear ' in 

favor of intermittent wind and solar sources that cannot 
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provide power on demand. This is not a conservative car-

icature of the policy. It is the policy, stated plainly.

The consequences are what any honest engineer or 

economist would predict. When you retire dispatchable 

baseload generation, i.e., power plants that produce elec-

tricity when you need it, in the amounts you need it, before 

you have adequate replacement capacity to cover the gaps, 

your grid becomes less reliable. The margin between sup-

ply and demand narrows. When demand spikes in a polar 

vortez or a heat wave, or when the wind stops blowing, 

and the sun goes down, the grid has less cushion. Outages 

become more likely. 6rices spike. And the families and 

businesses that depend on reliable, axordable electricity 

absorb the cost.

I will be direct in a way that most politicians on this issue 

are not: MichiganDs renewable energy mandates should be 

reviewed, revised, and in some cases rolled back. The leg-

islature should not be locked into timelines and percent-

age targets that were set without adequate analysis of the 

grid reliability implications, and that the market and the 

engineering have already demonstrated are not achievable 

on the proposed schedule without unacceptable costs and 

risks.
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This is not opposition to clean energy as a concept. 

Republicans support technological innovation in ener-

gy, including nuclear power, which produces —ero car-

bon emissions and is one of the most reliable baseload 

sources available, and which Gemocrats have inezplicably 

ezcluded from their clean energy frameworks. A genuinely 

sensible energy policy would be aggressively pro-nuclear, 

support the continued operation of ezisting natural gas 

capacity as a bridge fuel, and allow renewable deployment 

at the pace that the market and the grid can accommodate 

' not the pace that legislative mandates demand.

Defending AEordable cnergy for MiFhigan -amis

lieu

Michigan utility bills have increased substantially, and 

the trajectory points in one direction ' up ' as long 

as the current policy direction continues. 7tilities are in-

vesting billions of dollars in renewable infrastructure, grid 

upgrades, and the retirement and replacement of ezisting 

generation. Ratepayers are paying for all of it through their 

monthly bills.

The Republican position is that ratepayers should not 

be asked to subsidi—e an energy transformation that the 
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government has mandated, but that the market has not 

chosen. When utilities are required by law to retire reliable, 

low-cost generation and replace it with more ezpensive 

alternatives, the cost dixerence is a hidden taz on every-

one who uses electricity. That hidden taz falls hardest on 

the people who can least axord it: 0zed-income seniors, 

working families, and small businesses operating on tight 

margins.

I support legislation that requires the Michigan 6ub-

lic Service Commission to conduct ezplicit cost-impact 

analysis before approving any utility plan that accelerates 

the retirement of ezisting baseload generation or mandates 

new renewable investment. Ratepayers should know what 

the green energy transition is going to cost them ' speci0-

cally, annually, per household ' before it is approved. The 

current process obscures those costs in technical rate pro-

ceedings that most people cannot navigate. That opacity 

is not an accident. It is how transformative and ezpensive 

policies get implemented without the public consent that 

democracy requires.
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PerformanFe AFFoUntability for Itilitieu

While I oppose the ideologically driven mandate agen-

da, I am equally committed to holding utilities account-

able for the basic service they are paid to provide. GTE 

Electric and Consumers Energy have historically under-

performed on reliability metrics, and the current regulato-

ry structure has not adequately incentivi—ed improvement.

The conservative argument for performance-based reg-

ulation is not that government should micromanage util-

ity operations. It is that the regulated monopoly structure 

under which these utilities operate creates a relationship of 

enforced dependency that justi0es genuine accountability. 

When you are legally required to buy your electricity from 

a single provider, that provider has an obligation to deliver 

reliable service, and the regulatory system that grants them 

their monopoly has an obligation to enforce that standard.

Real performance-based regulation, with meaningful 

0nancial penalties for utilities that consistently fail to meet 

reliability benchmarks, is not government overreach. It is 

the minimum accountability that a regulated monopoly 

structure requires. I support it, and I will push for it in 

Lansing.
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The IndergroUnd Grid and vnfrautrUFtUre vnweuts

ment

The proposal to move overhead lines underground 

in storm-prone areas deserves consideration as part of a 

broader infrastructure reliability strategy, but it must be 

approached with the 0scal discipline that Republicans 

bring to every spending question.

7nderground installation is dramatically more ezpen-

sive than overhead infrastructure, and the cost ultimate-

ly falls on ratepayers. Before any signi0cant underground 

conversion program is approved, there must be a rigorous, 

transparent cost-bene0t analysis that demonstrates the re-

liability improvement justi0es the ratepayer investment. I 

needs to be done on a project-by-project basis, not as a 

blanket statewide mandate.

I support targeted underground investment in speci0c 

high-failure corridors where the reliability case is clear, 

and the cost-exectiveness has been demonstrated. I oppose 

broad mandates that would impose substantial costs on 

ratepayers across the state without adequate justi0cation. 

The default should always be the most cost-exective solu-

tion, not the most technologically ambitious one.
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The Path -or:ard& AllsofsthesAbowe

MichiganDs energy future should be built on a foun-

dation of reliability 0rst, axordability always, and honest 

accounting of what every policy choice costs the families 

and businesses who pay for it.

Republicans support an all-of-the-above energy strategy 

that keeps every proven, cost-exective generation source 

on the table. This means nuclear, natural gas, and coal 

where it remains economical, and renewables deployed 

at the pace the market and grid can support. We oppose 

the arti0cial elimination of reliable generation sources on 

politically determined timelines. We support the techno-

logical development that will eventually make clean energy 

more reliable and more axordable, without forcing todayDs 

ratepayers to subsidi—e tomorrowDs aspirations.

I will 0ght in Lansing for the rollback of mandates that 

are driving up costs and threatening reliability, for genuine 

performance accountability that protects ratepayers, and 

for an honest energy debate that puts the needs of Michi-

gan families and businesses 0rst.

That is the conservative energy agenda, and it is what 

Michigan needs.



Chapter 9
Michigan Priorities 
— Election Integrity
O f all the issues I discuss on the campaign trail, elec-

tion integrity generates the most immediate re-

sponse from voters, and for good reason. The right to vote 

is the foundational right of democratic self-governance. It 

is worth nothing if the system that administers it is not 

secure, accurate, and trusted by the people it is supposed 

to serve.

Republicans have been clear and consistent on this 

point: election integrity is not a talking point. It is a gov-

erning responsibility. Free and fair elections require that 

every vote cast is a legal vote, that the rolls contain only 

eligible voters, and that the processes of registration, vot-

ing, and counting are administered with transparency and 

accuracy. These are not partisan demands. They are the 

minimum requirements of democratic legitimacy.
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Why Election Integrity Matters — The Republican 

Framework

The Republican Party's position on election integrity 

zows from a set of principles that I hold without apology.

First, voting is a right of American citiUens. It is not 

a right of permanent residents, visa holders, refugees, or 

others who are lawfully present in the —nited States but 

have not obtained citiUenship. The distinction between 

citiUen and non-citiUen is not arbitrary G it is the foun-

dational distinction of political membership in a self-gov-

erning republic. The integrity of democratic elections de-

pends on ensuring that this distinction is maintained in 

practice, not merely on paper.

Second,  conMdence  in  elections  is  not  optional.  A 

democracy in which a signiMcant portion of the electorate 

does not trust the integrity of the electoral process is a 

democracy in serious trouble. The response to that erosion 

of conMdence is not to dismiss the concerns as illegitimate 

or to accuse those who raise them of bad faith. It is to 

build electoral systems that are genuinely secure G secure 

enough that the evidence of their integrity is visible and 

veriMable, not simply asserted.
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Third, the burden of proof in election security belongs 

to the system, not the citiUen. When someone raises a con-

cern about the accuracy of voter rolls, the security of ballot 

handling, or the veriMcation of voter eligibility, the appro-

priate response from election administrators and legisla-

tors is to demonstrate that the concern has been addressed, 

not to demand that the citiUen prove a negative.

Proof of Citizenship: The Right Policy

The election integrity legislation advancing through the 

3ichigan legislature, which requires voters to provide 

proof of —nited States citiUenship when registering, is the 

right policy, and I support it completely.

The case is simple. 4oting is a right of citiUens. If a 

right belongs ejclusively to citiUens, then the process of 

accessing that right should include veriMcation of citiUen-

ship. We do not accept self-attestation as suDcient veriM-

cation for driver's licenses, professional licenses, passports, 

or doUens of other government beneMts and privileges. The 

argument that self-attestation is suDcient for something as 

important as voting is not a principled position. Rather, it 

is an argument for convenience over security.
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Current federal law requires voter registration appli-

cants to attest, under penalty of per6ury, that they are 

—nited States citiUens. But attestation without veriMcation 

is a weak security measure. The penalty for false attesta-

tion is meaningful only if false attestations are detected, 

and the current system's ability to detect them is limited. 

7ocumentary proof of citiUenship G a passport, a birth 

certiMcate, a certiMcate of naturaliUation G provides an 

independent veriMcation that does not rely on the honor 

system.

Responding to Democratic Opposition

7emocratic colleagues in the legislature have raised ob-

6ections to proof of citiUenship requirements that deserve 

a direct response.

The ob6ection that noncitiUen voting is rare does not 

6ustify the absence of veriMcation. Security measures are 

not evaluated solely by the frequency of the violations 

they prevent. No, they are evaluated by the severity of 

the breach and the importance of the system being pro-

tected. Elections determine who governs the country. The 

security standard applied to that determination should be 

higher, not lower, than the standard applied to ordinary 



RENEWINH 3ICVIHAN'S HREATNESS 90

transactions. The rarity argument, taken to its logical con-

clusion, would 6ustify eliminating virtually every election 

security measure G since each individual violation, taken 

in isolation, is statistically rare.

The ob6ection that documentary requirements burden 

low-income or minority voters assumes, condescendingly, 

that these voters are uniquely unable to obtain documen-

tation that the vast ma6ority of Americans already possess. 

Republicans support making citiUenship documentation 

accessible and free to all eligible citiUens who need as-

sistance obtaining it. A proof of citiUenship requirement 

paired with a funded, accessible documentation assistance 

program is both secure and fair. What it is not is an instru-

ment of suppression. That accusation is a political charge, 

not a factual one.

The ob6ection that the requirement is motivated by par-

tisan interest is, frankly, a political argument dressed up 

as a principled one. Republicans support election secu-

rity measures because we believe in election security, for 

the same reason we believe in border security, government 

accountability, and the rule of law. The suggestion that 

any measure that makes elections more secure must be 

motivated by a desire to suppress votes is an argument 
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that no election security measure could ever be legitimate, 

which is an absurd position.

Cleaning the Voter Rolls

Proof of citiUenship at registration is one component of 

a broader election integrity agenda that Republicans have 

long championed.

3ichigan's voter rolls have historically carried signiM-

cant accuracy problems, such as records for voters who 

have died, moved out of state, or otherwise become ineligi-

ble but were not removed in a timely fashion. The federal 

National 4oter Registration Act requires states to main-

tain accurate rolls while establishing procedural guardrails 

around list maintenance. Within those guardrails, 3ichi-

gan should be conducting systematic, regular, and rigor-

ous voter roll maintenance to ensure that the rolls rezect 

only current eligible voters.

This is good governance, not voter suppression. A voter 

roll that contains outdated or inaccurate records is not a 

neutral status quo. It is a security vulnerability. An inac-

curate record is a potential pathway for fraudulent voting, 

whether or not that pathway is frequently used. Closing it 

is the responsible thing to do.
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I  will  support  legislation  that  requires  more  fre-

quent and more systematic voter roll maintenance, in-

cluding regular cross-referencing against death records, 

change-of-address data, and citiUenship records. The goal 

is simple: every person on the rolls should be a currently 

eligible voter, and every currently eligible voter should be 

on the rolls. Both sides of that equation matter.

Absentee Voting Security

3ichigan voters passed no-reason absentee voting in 

2CDE, and Republicans respect the outcome of that vote. 

Ejpanded absentee voting access is now part of 3ichigan's 

electoral landscape, and the security measures surround-

ing it must be robust enough to ensure that the ejpansion 

of access does not come at the ejpense of electoral integri-

ty.

Republicans support strong signature veriMcation re-

quirements for absentee ballots, i.e., real veriMcation by 

trained personnel, with clear standards and an accessible 

cure process for voters whose signatures do not initially 

match. We support secure chain-of-custody procedures 

for absentee ballots from the moment they are issued 

through the moment they are counted. We support prohi-
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bitions on ballot harvesting, which is the practice of third 

parties collecting and submitting ballots on behalf of vot-

ers. Ballot harvesting introduces an unacceptable potential 

for fraud and coercion. And we support the timely pro-

cessing and counting of absentee ballots under conditions 

of full public transparency and meaningful bipartisan ob-

servation.

Post-Election Auditing

Republicans strongly support robust post-election au-

diting as a standard, non-negotiable component of 3ichi-

gan's electoral process. Risk-limiting audits, hand-count 

veriMcation of a statistically signiMcant sample of ballots, 

and the public availability of cast vote records allow in-

dependent veriMcation of electronic counting results and 

provide the evidence base that public conMdence in elec-

tions requires.

The argument against rigorous post-election auditing 

G that it is unnecessary because elections are already se-

cure G proves too much. We audit Mnancial accounts not 

because we assume fraud in every case, but because veriM-

cation is the standard of accountability in any system that 

matters. Elections matter more than Mnancial accounts, 
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which means the auditing standard should be higher, not 

lower.

Building Trust Through Security

I will close this chapter with a commitment that I make 

without qualiMcation: I will never stop Mghting for the 

security and integrity of 3ichigan's elections, and I will 

never accept the argument that security and access are in 

fundamental tension.

Republicans believe that elections should be easy to 

participate in for every eligible citiUen and impossible to 

manipulate for those who are not. Both of those goals 

are achievable. Both of them are necessary. And the will-

ingness to Mght for both, against opposition that would 

sacriMce security for political convenience, is part of what 

I am asking the people of the DDDth 7istrict to send me to 

Lansing to do.

3ichigan's elections should be above reproach. I will 

work every day to make them so.



Chapter 10
Michigan Priorities 
— Education and 
Parental Rights
M y grandmother taught high school in Grand 

Rapids for forty years. She believed with her 

whole heart in the power of education to change the course 

of a life, and she was right. What she taught in those 

classrooms, the rigor, the knowledge, the habits of mind 

that genuine education produces, was real and lasting and 

good.

But, my grandmother also believed something else, 

something that has become increasingly controversial in 

Michigan's current education debate: that what happened 

in her classroom was ultimately accountable to the parents 

of the children sitting in it. That she was serving families, 

not supplanting them. That her professional authority 
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over instruction did not translate into institutional au-

thority over children's values, identities, or moral forma-

tion.

That understanding — the understanding that educa-

tors serve families rather than replace them — is under se-

rious and sustained challenge in Michigan's public schools 

today. Republicans are qghting to restore it, and I intend 

to be part of that qght.

The Academic Crisis: Honesty First

Before addressing the values and parental rights dimen-

sions of the education debate, I want to be honest about 

the academic dimension, because no amount of curricu-

lum debate matters if students are not learning to read and 

do math.

Michigan's academic outcomes are a genuine crisis. 

Reading proqciency rates, particularly among lower-in-

come students, are deeply inade"uate. Math outcomes 

have declined. The percentage of Michigan students grad-

uating genuinely prepared for college, skilled trades train-

ing, or competitive employment is far below what a state 

with Michigan's resources and heritage should accept.
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Republicans believe in high academic standards, rigor-

ous curriculum, meaningful assessment, and honest ac-

countability for results. We believe that the inxation of 

grades and the lowering of standards — the feel-good ap-

proach to educational accountability that prioriti3es the 

appearance of success over its reality — is a betrayal of the 

students it purports to help. A student who is told they 

are proqcient when they are not is being set up for failure 

in the world beyond the classroom, and the people most 

harmed by that dishonesty are the students who have the 

fewest alternative resources.

I support Michigan's third-grade reading guarantee and 

its rigorous implementation. I support a return to eV-

plicit phonics instruction. The evidence-based approach 

to reading has consistently shown to be superior to the 

whole-language methods that have dominated Michigan 

classrooms for too long. I support a rigorous math cur-

riculum that emphasi3es computational xuency and gen-

uine problem-solving, not the conceptual mush that has 

replaced direct instruction in too many districts.

I further support honest assessment. This means testing 

that tells parents and taVpayers the truth about whether 
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students are learning, not tests calibrated to produce ac-

ceptable-looking results.

The Skilled Trades: A Republican Priority

Republicans have long understood something that the 

educational establishment has been slow to accept: the 

four-year college path is not right for every student, and the 

cultural insistence that it is has done enormous damage — 

to individual students saddled with debt and mismatched 

credentials, and to the Michigan economy that desperately 

needs skilled tradespeople.

Electricians, plumbers, welders, machinists, HjAC 

technicians — these are not consolation pri3es for students 

who couldn't make it to college. They are skilled, demand-

ing, well-compensated careers in qelds where Michigan 

faces severe workforce shortages. The manufacturer who 

cannot qnd a "ualiqed machinist, the homebuilder who 

cannot qnd an electrician, the hospital system that cannot 

qnd enough skilled technicians — these are not abstract 

economic statistics. They are the real-world conse"uences 

of an educational system that systematically steered a gen-

eration of capable young people away from the trades.
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I will qght in Oansing for the eVpansion of vocation-

al and technical education. I mean real vocational edu-

cation, with industry-standard e"uipment, credentialed 

instructors, and genuine pathways to apprenticeship and 

certiqcation, beginning in middle school and continuing 

through high school. I will qght for the funding, the cur-

riculum, and the cultural shift that elevates skilled trades 

to their proper status alongside academic pathways. And 

I will qght against the credentialist bias that has hollowed 

out Michigan's vocational education infrastructure in fa-

vor of a college-prep model that does not serve the ma6ority 

of students.

Parental Rights: The Republican Foundation

Republicans believe that parents are the primary au-

thorities over their children's education, upbringing, and 

moral formation. This is not a position we arrived at re-

cently or adopted for political purposes. It is the founda-

tional conservative understanding of the family as the basic 

unit of society. 

When government schools act as though they have 

co-e"ual or superior authority to parents over the values 

and formation of children, they are overstepping their 
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proper role in a way that is not only politically ob6ection-

able to conservatives but philosophically wrong. Schools 

serve families. They do not replace them. That principle 

should govern every policy decision in Michigan's educa-

tional system.

Michigan law already recogni3es parents' fundamental 

right to review instructional materials and observe class-

room activities. The problem is that this right, in too many 

districts, eVists on paper while being practically under-

mined by institutional culture, bureaucratic compleVity, 

and an educational establishment that views parental en-

gagement as a complication rather than an obligation.

Republicans are qghting to make parental rights real — 

not 6ust legally recogni3ed, but practically eVercised. That 

means that the curriculum is posted publicly and accessi-

bly, not buried in administrative archives. It means proac-

tive advance notice of sensitive content, not after-the-fact 

disclosure when parents complain. It means an institu-

tional culture that genuinely welcomes parental involve-

ment rather than managing it at arm's length.

I will support legislation that strengthens parental no-

tiqcation re"uirements, eVpands curriculum transparency, 
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and creates enforceable remedies when school districts fail 

to meet their obligations to the families they serve.

Opposing the Ideological  Agenda in Michigan 

Classrooms

Republicans have been direct about a concern that polls 

show is widely shared by Michigan parents across racial 

and political lines: that Michigan's public schools have, in 

too many cases, allowed an ideological agenda to crowd out 

the academic mission that parents and taVpayers are paying 

for.

This takes multiple forms. The intrusion of racially di-

visive frameworks, e.g., the teaching that American his-

tory is fundamentally and irredeemably a story of racial 

oppression, that students should understand themselves 

primarily through the lens of racial identity, and that the 

appropriate response to past discrimination is present-day 

discrimination in the opposite direction. With all due re-

spect to issues of racial in6ustice that demand our atten-

tion, this is an ideological pro6ect, not an educational one. 

It divides students from one another, instills guilt and 

resentment rather than knowledge and civic pride, and 
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displaces the rigorous academic content that students ac-

tually need.

I oppose the teaching of these frameworks in Michigan 

public schools. I support legislation that prohibits pub-

lic schools from instructing students that any individual 

bears personal responsibility for the actions of members of 

their racial group, or that any individual's moral worth is 

determined by their race. This is not a restriction on hon-

est historical education. Students should absolutely learn 

accurate American history, including the history of slav-

ery, segregation, and ongoing racial ine"uities. What they 

should not be taught is a politici3ed interpretive frame-

work that assigns collective guilt and divides them by race.

Gender Identity and Parental NotiEcation: The 

Republican Position

The debate over gender identity policies in Michigan 

schools is one where Republicans have been clear, consis-

tent, and correct. I will not soften my position to accom-

modate the pressure that has been brought to bear on this 

issue.

When a student re"uests a social gender transition in 

the school setting, e.g., asking to be addressed by a dif-
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ferent name or pronouns, re"uesting accommodation in 

bathrooms or locker rooms, parents have an absolute right 

to be notiqed. Not because parents are enemies of their 

children. Not because the student's eVperience is unim-

portant. But because parents are the primary authorities 

over their children's upbringing, and a school that active-

ly withholds information about signiqcant aspects of a 

child's social eVperience from that child's parents is in-

serting government between families in a way that is both 

legally suspect and morally wrong.

The argument that parental notiqcation policies put 

children at risk — that some children's home environ-

ments are unsafe and that schools must therefore maintain 

secrecy from parents — is an argument for removing chil-

dren from those homes through the established child pro-

tective services process, not an argument for establishing a 

routine policy of parental non-disclosure across the board. 

The rare and di@cult circumstances that genuinely involve 

an unsafe home environment should be handled through 

child protection authorities, with the full engagement of 

law enforcement and social services. They should not be 

used to 6ustify a general policy of keeping parents in the 

dark about their children's eVperiences at school.
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I will support legislation re"uiring parental notiqcation 

when a student re"uests a name or pronoun change in 

the school setting. I will support legislation prohibiting 

schools from maintaining policies of deliberate parental 

non-disclosure on gender identity matters. And I will op-

pose any policy that treats parents as a threat to be man-

aged rather than as the primary authorities over their chil-

dren's lives.

School Choice: wmpoWering Families

Republicans believe that parents should have the power 

to choose the educational environment that best serves 

their children, not 6ust the children of families wealthy 

enough to aBord private schools or fortunate enough 

to live in districts with high-performing public schools. 

School  choice  is  a  matter  of  educational  6ustice  and 

parental freedom simultaneously.

I support the eVpansion of Michigan's school choice 

options. These include charter schools, Education Sav-

ings Accounts, inter-district open enrollment, and home-

schooling support, which serve as mechanisms that put 

educational authority where it belongs: with families. 

Competition for students creates incentives for schools 
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to improve. Carental choice creates accountability that no 

regulatory structure can replicate. And the ability to eVit 

a school that is failing your child is a right that no family 

should have to petition the government to eVercise.

&hat I &ill Fight For

My education agenda is grounded in the Republican 

principles of academic eVcellence, parental authority, and 

genuine accountability.

I will qght for rigorous academic standards honestly 

assessed, with a particular focus on early literacy and the 

skilled trades pathways that Michigan's economy desper-

ately needs. I will qght for the practical implementation of 

parental rights — curriculum transparency, proactive no-

tiqcation, and an institutional culture that serves families 

rather than circumvents them. I will qght against the ide-

ological agenda that has invaded Michigan classrooms and 

displaced the academic mission that students and taVpay-

ers deserve. And I will qght for school choice policies that 

put power where it belongs — in the hands of Michigan's 

families.

My grandmother spent forty years building something 

real in her classroom. She would recogni3e what has gone 
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wrong in too many of Michigan's schools today, and she 

would not accept it. Neither will I.



Chapter 11
Michigan Priorities 
— Regulatory & 
Government Reform
W hen I started Lawson Logistics in 2012, one of 

the vrst things I discoMered was that the state 

of michigan had a rekarbalpe tapent for kabing sik.pe 

things cok.picatedO u.ening a lysiness keans oltaining 

the necessarz picenses, naMigating the .erkitting .rocess, 

and ynderstanding kz olpigations ynder a do-en oMerpa.N

.ing regypatorz frakeworbsO Aone of it was ik.ossilpe, 

lyt app of it was harder than it needed to leO xnd harder 

than it needed to le keans kore ej.ensiMe than it needed 

to le, which keans fewer qols created, fewer risbs taben, 

and fewer .eo.pe serMedO

I was not yniEye in that ej.erienceO RMerz skapp lysiness 

owner I bnow in michigan has a Mersion of the sake storzO 
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3he regypations are not app wrong indiMidyappzO Toke of 

thek ejist for pegitikate reasons and re—ect genyine .ylN

pic interestsO :yt the accykypation of thek, pazer y.on 

pazer lyipt oMer decades withoyt anz szstekatic reMiew of 

whether thez stipp kabe sense or stipp achieMe their intended 

.yr.oses, has created a regypatorz enMironkent that fyncN

tions as a spow taj on aklitionO

Ge.ylpicans lepieMe that the .ro.er rope of goMernkent 

regypation is to .rotect the .ylpic frok genyine harks ? 

frayd, dangeroys .rodycts, enMironkentap dakage, worbN

.pace inqyrz ? not to serMe as a larrier to entrz that .roN

tects estalpished interests frok cok.etition or that qystiN

ves the ejistence of regypatorz lyreaycraciesO RMerz regyN

pation shoypd le alpe to answer the Eyestion" what s.ecifN

ic hark does this .reMent, and is the cost of cok.piance 

.ro.ortionate to that lenevtK If it cannot answer that 

Eyestion, it shoypd not ejistO

The Permitting and Licensing Problem

michiganSs .erkitting and picensing szstek is a konN

ykent to institytionap inertiaO Licenses that were created 

for reasons that kade sense in a diYerent era haMe accyN

kypated withoyt anz szstekatic reMiew of whether thez 
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rekain necessarzO 3he resypt is a state where the larrier to 

entering certain occy.ations has nothing to do with the 

actyap sbipp or risb inMopMed and eMerzthing to do with the 

pollzing .ower of estalpished .ractitioners who lenevt 

frok pikiting cok.etitionO

3he macbinac Henter for 7ylpic 7opicz has docykentN

ed ejtensiMepz that michiganSs occy.ationap picensing reN

Eyirekents are akong the kore lyrdensoke in the nation 

for a range of powN and kiddpeNincoke occy.ations ? 

vepds where the picensing reEyirekents ik.ose reap costs 

on as.iring worbers withoyt dekonstralpe .ylpic safeN

tz lenevtsO Interior designers, cosketopogists, and certain 

categories of contractors ? the pist of picensed occy.ations 

in michigan incpydes kanz where the .rikarz fynction of 

the picense is to pikit sy..pz and .rotect incyklents, not 

to .rotect consykersO

Ge.ylpicans sy..ort a -eroNlased reMiew of michiganSs 

occy.ationap picensing reEyirekents ? not a stydz, not 

a re.ort, lyt a szstekatic pegispatiMe reMiew that reEyires 

eMerz occy.ationap picense to qystifz its continyed ejistence 

lased on cyrrent eMidenceO Licenses that .rotect .ylpic 

safetz shoypd le kaintained and .ro.erpz adkinisteredO 

Licenses that ejist .rikaripz to pikit cok.etition shoypd 
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le epikinatedO 3he .eo.pe who are cyrrentpz lpocbed frok 

entering a trade or .rofession lz picensing reEyirekents 

that serMe no pegitikate safetz .yr.ose shoypd le free to 

worbO

3he lysiness .erkitting .rocess deserMes the sake 

scrytinzO michigan shoypd le cok.eting with other states 

for lysiness inMestkent, and the s.eed and cost of the 

.erkitting .rocess are reap factors in that cok.etitionO 

:ysinesses that can get throygh a .erkitting .rocess in sij 

weebs in Indiana or uhio and sij konths in michigan wipp 

not wait for michiganO 3hez wipp tabe their inMestkent, 

their qols, and their taj reMenye to the state that actyappz 

wants thekO

I sy..ort streakpined, tikeNpikited .erkitting .rocessN

es with aytokatic a..roMap .roMisions when agencies faip 

to act within the reEyired .eriodO CoMernkent agencies 

that cannot keet reasonalpe .rocessing tikepines shoypd 

not le alpe to hopd a..picants hostage indevnitepzO HerN

taintz and s.eed in the .erkitting .rocess are not adkinN

istratiMe pyjyries ? thez are econokic necessitiesO
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Housing, Land Use, and the Supply Crisis

michigan has a hoysing sy..pz .rolpek, and the eMiN

dence is Misilpe in rising rents, decpining hokeownershi. 

rates akong zoynger residents, and the steadz ejodys of 

worbingNage michiganders to states where hoysing is kore 

aYordalpeO

Ge.ylpicans ynderstand that hoysing aYordalipitz is 

fyndakentappz a sy..pz .rolpek, and that sy..pz .rolN

peks are fyndakentappz regypatorz .rolpeksO 3he reason 

new hoysing is not leing lyipt at the rate michigan needs 

is not a pacb of wipping lyipders or lyzers ? it is the acN

cykypation of pocap kandates, -oning restrictions, kiniN

kyk pot si-e reEyirekents, site .pan a..roMap .rocesses, 

and other regypatorz larriers that kabe new constryction 

spow, ej.ensiMe, and yncertainO

3he 'oyse Gegypatorz Gefork HokkitteeSs considerN

ation of pegispation to pikit pocap kandates on kinikyk 

pot si-es, .arcep reEyirekents, and site .pan a..roMaps is the 

right directionO Locap goMernkents haMe pegitikate interN

ests in pand yse .panning, and I ak not argying for the 

epikination of app pocap -oning aythoritzO :yt when pocap 

regypatorz reEyirekents are szstekaticappz .reMenting the 

constryction of hoysing that michiganders need and can 
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aYord, the state pegispatyre has loth the aythoritz and the 

res.onsilipitz to set kinikyk standards that .reMent pocap 

restrictions frok lecoking eYectiMe lans on new hoysingO

3he regypatorz cost of new constryction, incpysiMe 

of .erkits, ik.act fees, cok.piance reEyirekents, depaz 

costs, re.resents a signivcant .ercentage of the totap cost 

of a new hokeO RMerz doppar of regypatorz cost that can le 

epikinated withoyt sacrivcing genyine .ylpic interest is a 

doppar that kabes hoysing kore aYordalpe for michigan 

fakipiesO 3hat is a direct, .racticap lenevt to reap .eo.pe, 

and it is whz regypatorz refork is not qyst a lysiness agenN

daO It is a fakipz agendaO

Labor Mandates and the Cost of Hiring

michiganSs recent ej.ansion of .aid sicb peaMe reEyireN

kents and other palor kandates has ik.osed reap and 

keasyralpe costs on the skapp lysinesses and restayrants 

that are apreadz o.erating on thin kargins in a chappenging 

econokic enMironkentO

I want to le cpear aloyt kz .osition on this, lecayse 

I thinb it is soketikes kischaracteri-ed" Ge.ylpicans do 

not o..ose worbers haMing .aid sicb peaMe or other lenN

evtsO We o..ose goMernkent kandates that reEyire ekN
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.pozers to .roMide s.ecivc lenevts regardpess of their vN

nanciap ca.acitz to do soO 3he diYerence is ik.ortantO

x parge cor.oration with sylstantiap .rovt kargins can 

alsorl a kandated lenevt increase with a repatiMepz kinor 

ik.act on its o.erationsO x restayrant with vfteen ekN

.pozees o.erating on a 6 .ercent .rovt kargin kaz not 

le alpe to alsorl it withoyt redycing hoyrs, epikinating 

.ositions, or cposingO 3he kandate does not distingyish 

letween these sityationsO It ik.oses the sake reEyirekent 

on loth, and the lysinesses peast alpe to alsorl the cost 

are the ones kost pibepz to le harked ? apong with their 

ek.pozees and the cokkynities thez serMeO

3he Ge.ylpican .osition is that wages and lenevts 

shoypd le deterkined lz the karbet ? lz the cok.etiN

tion for worbers and the vnanciap ca.acitz of ek.pozers 

? not lz pegispatiMe kandateO When palor karbets are 

tight, ek.pozers raise wages and lenevts to attract worbers 

withoyt leing topd toO When kandates oyt.ace what the 

karbet can systain, qols disa..earO michiganSs skapp lysiN

ness owners are not the enekz of their ek.pozeesO 3hez 

are, in kost cases, .eo.pe who care dee.pz aloyt the .eo.pe 

who worb for thek and who are doing eMerzthing thez can 
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to lyipd sokething systainalpeO 3hez deserMe a regypatorz 

enMironkent that kabes that .ossilpeO

What I Will Fight For

mz regypatorz refork agenda is groynded in the conserN

MatiMe .rinci.pe that goMernkent shoypd do what is necesN

sarz and nothing kore ? that the lyrden of qystivcation 

lepongs to the regypator, not to the .erson leing regypatedO

I wipp vght for a -eroNlased reMiew of occy.ationap piN

censing that epikinates reEyirekents that do not serMe 

genyine .ylpic safetz .yr.osesO I wipp vght for .erkitting 

refork that kabes michigan cok.etitiMe with other states 

for lysiness inMestkentO I wipp vght for pand yse refork 

that rekoMes the regypatorz larriers to hoysing constrycN

tion that are kabing michigan ynaYordalpe for the nejt 

generationO xnd I wipp vght against palor kandates that 

ik.ose costs on skapp lysinesses withoyt regard for their 

alipitz to syrMiMe thekO

michigan wipp not grow its waz to .ros.eritz lz kabing 

it harder to lyipd things, hire .eo.pe, and start lysinessesO 

3he .ath forward ryns throygh regypatorz refork, and I 

wipp le on the front pines of that vght in LansingO



Chapter 12
Michigan Priorities 
— Educational 
Deficits
M y grandmother was proud of her decades spent 

teaching in Michigan, but she was also honest 

about something that the educational establishment in 

this state has been less than honest about for decades: 

Michigan's academic outcomes are not good enough, and 

they have not been good enough for a long time, and 

the people bearing the heaviest cost of that failure are the 

children who can least a.ord itT

khe data is not ambiguousT Michigan has ran-ed near 

the bottom of national fourthRgrade reading assessments 

for yearsT Math outcomes at the fourth and eighth grade 

levels have been a persistent concern on national benchR

mar-sT khe percentage of Michigan students graduating 
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genuinely prepared for the demands of college, s-illed 

trades training, or competitive employment is far below 

what it should beT

Eepublicans believe in calling this what it is: a failure of 

policy, of institutional accountability, and of the honest 

prioritixation of student outcomes over adult interestsT 

Snd we believe in —Fing it, not with new bureaucracies 

and new spending programs, but with rigorous standards, 

honest accountability, mar-etRbased competition, and the 

redirection of resources toward what actually wor-sT

The Reading Crisis: Cause and Cure

Michigan's reading crisis is not mysteriousT Gts primary 

cause is well documented, eFtensively researched, and q 

most importantly q directly addressable through policyT

Bor decades, Michigan's schools taught reading using 

wholeRlanguage and balanced literacy approaches that reR

search has consistently shown to be less e.ective than eFR

plicit, systematic phonics instructionT khis is not a conR

tested scienti—c "uestionT khe evidence base for phonics 

q for the direct, se"uential teaching of the relationship 

between letters and sounds q is among the most roR

bust in educational researchT khe evidence that wholeRlanR
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guage approaches produce inferior outcomes, particularly 

for disadvantaged students who do not bene—t from rich 

reading environments at home, is e"ually clearT

Michigan has begun to ac-nowledge this, and e.orts to 

mandate the science of reading in teacher preparation and 

classroom instruction are steps in the right directionT Kut 

Eepublicans will push further and faster, because every 

year that passes is another cohort of Michigan students 

leaving elementary school without the reading foundation 

they needT

G  support  mandatory  implementation  of  eviR

denceRbased reading instruction across all Michigan pubR

lic schools, with real accountability measures for districts 

that fail to implement it q not 4ust reporting re"uireR

ments, but conse"uences that create genuine urgencyT G 

support investment in teacher training on eFplicit phonics 

instruction as a nearRterm priority, because the curriculum 

can change only as fast as teachers are prepared to deliver 

itT Snd G support honest, transparent reading assessment 

that tells parents the truth about whether their children 

are reading pro—ciently q not ad4usted scores calibrated 

to avoid embarrassing institutionsT
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Career and Technical Education: Closing the Ac-

cess Gap

Michigan's Hareer and kechnical Nducation programs 

are among the most signi—cant and underutilixed assets 

in our educational system, and the ine"uity of access to 

them q with rural and lowerRincome districts dramaticalR

ly underrepresented q is one of the most straightforward 

policy failures in the stateT

khe problem is largely structural: HkN programs are eFR

pensive to establish and operate, and smaller rural districts 

that lac- the local millage base to fund them are simply left 

without accessT khe result is a geography of educational 

opportunity that bene—ts suburban and urban students 

with access to strong HkN programs while leaving rurR

al students without the vocational pathways that could 

transform their economic prospectsT

Eepublicans support the redirection of state educationR

al funding to close this gap, not through new bureaucraR

cies or new layers of administration, but through direct 

funding for HkN program eFpansion in districts that curR

rently lac- accessT Nvery Michigan student, regardless of 

their xip code, should have access to "uality vocational and 

technical educationT khe failure to provide it is not 4ust an 
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e"uity failureT Gt is an economic failure that costs Michigan 

the wor-force it needs in the trades and technical —elds 

where labor shortages are already constraining growthT

G also want to address the teacher shortage that is afR

fecting HkN programs speci—cally, because it is a real and 

signi—cant constraintT kradespeople and technical profesR

sionals who could bring invaluable eFpertise into classR

rooms are often deterred by certi—cation re"uirements deR

signed for traditional academic educators and not relevant 

to their eFpertiseT Eepublicans support alternative certi—R

cation pathways for HkN instructors that streamline the 

process without sacri—cing "ualityT khis would get "ualR

i—ed practitioners into classrooms faster and -eep them 

there longerT

Weighted Funding: Getting Resources to Students 

Who Need Them

Michigan's school —nance system was last comprehenR

sively reformed in 2665, and it has not -ept pace with 

what we now understand about the di.erential costs of 

educating students with di.erent needsT Nnglish janguage 

jearners, students from lowRincome bac-grounds, stuR

dents with disabilities q these students re"uire more reR
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sources to achieve the outcomes that Michigan's educaR

tional standards demand, and the current funding formuR

la does not ade"uately re=ect those di.erential costsT

Eepublicans support a weighted student funding sysR

tem that directs additional resources to the students who 

re"uire them q not through new bureaucratic programs, 

but through a direct perRpupil formula that follows the 

studentT khe principle is straightforward: if a student reR

"uires more resources to achieve gradeRlevel outcomes, the 

funding system should provide those resourcesT S funding 

system that provides e"ual resources for une"ual needs is 

not e"uitable q it is a guarantee of une"ual outcomesT

Hritically, a weighted funding system should be deR

signed so that the dollars follow the student regardless of 

which school they attend q public, charter, or private 

through an Nducation 1avings SccountT khe money beR

longs to the student's education, not to the institutionT 

khis connects the school —nance reform to the school 

choice agenda: when funding follows students, schools 

have genuine incentives to serve them wellT
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Accountability Without Bureaucracy

Eepublicans believe in strong educational accountabiliR

tyT khis is the honest, transparent measurement of student 

outcomes and the use of that measurement to drive imR

provementT Ihat we do not believe in is the proliferation 

of accountability bureaucracies that consume resources 

and educator time without producing better outcomes for 

studentsT

Michigan's MultiRkiered 1ystem of 1upports frameR

wor- and the various reporting and compliance re"uireR

ments that schools navigate represent a signi—cant adminR

istrative burden that falls most heavily on smaller and rural 

districts with the least capacity to absorb itT khe goal of 

accountability is student learning, not compliance docuR

mentationT Eegulatory reform in education should apply 

the same standard as regulatory reform in business: every 

re"uirement should be able to demonstrate a direct bene—t 

to student outcomes, and those that cannot should be 

eliminatedT

G will —ght in jansing for an educational accountability 

system that is honest about outcomes, direct in its conR

se"uences, and stripped of the bureaucratic overhead that 

diverts resources from classroomsT



Chapter 13
Michigan Priorities 
— Healthcare Costs
H ealthcare costs are the kitchen table issue that cuts 

across every other policy debate in this book, be-

cause they aMect every gichifan ma.ily refardless om in-

co.e, afe, e.ploy.ent status, or political aTliationw xhe 

'orkinf ma.ily that cannot aMord the deductible on their 

e.ployer planw xhe s.all business o'ner tryinf to provide 

coverafe mor morty e.ployees 'hile 'atchinf pre.iu.s 

increase every yearw xhe senior navifatinf a I—ed inco.e 

afainst risinf prescription druf costsw xhe younf adult 

afinf oM a parentRs plan and conmrontinf the individual 

.arket mor the Irst ti.ew

xhese are not abstractionsw xhey are the Inancial reali-

ties om people E kno' and represent, and the mailures om pol-

icy that have produced the. are mailures that fovern.ent 

has both the responsibility and the capacity to address B 
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not by e—pandinf fovern.entRs role in healthcare, but by 

re.ovinf the fovern.ent-created barriers that are drivinf 

costs upw

Cepublicans believe the solution to healthcare cost 

proble.s is not .ore fovern.entw Et is .ore .arketw xhe 

evidence mro. every sector om the econo.y is clearD co.-

petition drives costs do'n and Guality upw xhe health-

care sector is a.onf the least co.petitive in the Y.eri-

can econo.y B not because om the nature om the service, 

but because om the refulatory and policy structures that 

have syste.atically suppressed co.petition and insulated 

incu.bent providers mro. .arket pressurew 9i—inf that is 

the conservative healthcare afenda, and it is 'hat E 'ill 

Ifht morw

Opposing the State-Run Exchange, Which Is a 

Government Takeover by Another Name

1enate 0e.ocrats in gichifan are pushinf mor a transi-

tion mro. the mederal YKY .arketplace to a state-run in-

surance e—chanfew xhey arfue this 'ould lo'er pre.iu.s 

and five gichifan freater control over healthcare spend-

infw E oppose this proposal, and E 'ant to e—plain 'hy in 

ter.s that fo beyond the political shorthandw



CA8ANE83 gEKHE3Y8R1 3CAYx8A11 :qU

Y state-run e—chanfe is not a .arket solutionw Et is a 

fovern.ent solutionw Et replaces the mederal fovern.ent 

as the ad.inistrator om insurance .arkets 'ith the state 

fovern.ent, but it does not introduce the co.petition, 

the consu.er choice, or the price transparency that ac-

tually drive costs do'nw Et adds another layer om ad.inis-

trative inmrastructure that consu.ers and e.ployers 'ill 

ulti.ately pay morw Ynd it fives Oansinf politicians di-

rect control over the rules and refulations that fovern 

'hat insurance products can be oMered and at 'hat prices 

B 'hich is a tool mor e—pandinf fovern.ent control om 

healthcare, not mor reducinf itw

xhe q( percent pre.iu. increases that have driven this 

debate are not the product om insuTcient fovern.ent 

involve.ent in insurance .arketsw xhey are larfely the 

product om mederal YKY refulations that have constrained 

the ranfe om insurance products that can be oMered, .an-

date beneIt packafes that .any consu.ers neither 'ant 

nor need, and prevent the kind om interstate co.petition 

that 'ould discipline insurance pricinfw Y state-run e—-

chanfe does not I— these underlyinf proble.sw Et layers 

state bureaucracy on top om mederal dysmunctionw
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The Market Competition Solution

Cepublicans support the e—pansion om insurance co.-

petition as the pri.ary tool mor reducinf pre.iu.sw xhat 

.eans association health plans that allo' s.all businesses 

and individuals to pool across state lines to access better 

ratesw Et .eans the e—pansion om Health 1avinfs Yccounts 

to five consu.ers .ore control over their healthcare dol-

lars and .ore skin in the fa.e om healthcare spendinf 

decisionsw Et .eans transparency reGuire.ents that morce 

providers and insurers to publish prices so that consu.ers 

can .ake inmor.ed choices B so.ethinf that virtually 

every other .arket takes mor franted and that healthcare 

has resisted mor decadesw

xhe insurer-hospital disputes that have disrupted cov-

erafe mor gichifan patients, ewfw, "lue Kross "lue 1hield 

droppinf gichifan gedicine, and jnitedHealthcare 

leavinf the Kore'ell Health net'ork, are sy.pto.s om a 

healthcare .arket 'ith inadeGuate co.petition and in-

adeGuate transparencyw Nhen t'o do.inant players in 

a refional .arket cannot afree on pricinf, patients lose 

coverafe continuity and mace disruption that they have no 

po'er to preventw xhe ans'er is not to have the fovern-

.ent dictate the ter.s om those nefotiationsw Et is to create 
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the .arket conditions under 'hich neither party has the 

.arket po'er to hold patients hostafew

Cepublicans support certiIcate-om-need remor., 'hich 

co.prises the eli.ination om gichifanRs certiIcate om need 

PK28$ la's that reGuire hospitals and healthcare macilities 

to obtain fovern.ent per.ission bemore addinf capacity, 

purchasinf certain eGuip.ent, or openinf ne' macilitiesw 

K28 la's are te—tbook incu.bent protectionw  xhey 

restrict entry, suppress co.petition, and keep healthcare 

costs hifher than they need to bew Avery study om K28 

la's E a. a'are om Inds that they increase costs and reduce 

access 'ithout i.provinf Gualityw gichifan should 4oin 

the fro'inf list om states that have eli.inated the.w

Prescription Drug Costs and PBM Reform

Arescription druf costs are a fenuine aMordability crisis 

mor .any gichifan ma.ilies, particularly seniors on I—ed 

inco.es 'ho reGuire .ultiple .aintenance .edicationsw 

Cepublicans support transparency and accountability in 

phar.aceutical pricinf B speciIcally refardinf Ahar.a-

cy "eneIt ganafers PA"gs$, the inter.ediaries 'ho ne-

fotiate druf prices and 'ho have co.e under increasinf 
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scrutiny mor practices that .ay inBate costs rather than 

reduce the.w

A"g remor., 'hich reGuires transparency in rebate 

arranfe.ents, prohibits spread pricinf practices that prom-

it A"gs at the e—pense om patients and payers, and ensures 

that cost savinfs mro. druf nefotiations actually Bo' to 

consu.ers, is a conservative .arket remor., not a fovern-

.ent interventionw Et is about .akinf the .arket 'ork 

honestly, not replacinf itw E support A"g transparency 

and accountability lefislation, and E 'ill push mor it in 

Oansinfw

Medical Debt and Personal Responsibility

gichifan has seen sifniIcant attention to .edical debt, 

includinf 3overnor Nhit.erRs morfiveness om over C:DD 

.illion in .edical debtw E understand the hu.an reality 

behind that nu.berw gedical bills that arrive at the 'orst 

.o.ent om peopleRs lives, in a.ounts that bear no rela-

tionship to anythinf .ost people can aMordw

"ut blanket .edical debt morfiveness is not a sustain-

able or principled policyw Et does nothinf to address the 

cost structures that fenerate the debt in the Irst placew Et 

re'ards non-pay.ent over responsible Inancial planninfw 
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Ynd it is munded by ta—payers 'ho have their o'n Inancial 

pressures and their o'n healthcare bills to .anafew

xhe conservative approach to .edical debt is to attack 

the underlyinf cost proble. throufh co.petition, trans-

parency, and .arket remor. so that the bills are s.aller in 

the Irst placew Ko.bined 'ith the e—pansion om H1Ys and 

the availability om aMordable, catastrophic-coverafe insur-

ance options that protect ma.ilies mro. Inancially devas-

tatinf events, this approach addresses the root cause rather 

than the sy.pto.w

What I Will Fight For

gy healthcare afenda is built on the conservative con-

viction that .arkets, 'hen they are allo'ed to munction 

honestly and co.petitively, produce better outco.es than 

fovern.ent ad.inistrationw

E 'ill Ifht mor co.petition in insurance .arkets, certiI-

cate-om-need remor., A"g transparency, price transparen-

cy reGuire.ents, and the e—pansion om H1Ysw E 'ill oppose 

the state-run e—chanfe as a fovern.ent takeover dressed 

in cost-savinf lanfuafew Ynd E 'ill keep the mocus 'here 

it belonfsD on the policies that actually brinf costs do'n 
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mor gichifan ma.ilies, not the ones that e—pand OansinfRs 

po'er over their healthcare decisionsw



Chapter 14
Conclusion: Let's 
Get to Work
I  want to end this book the way I try to end every con-

versation on the campaign trail — not with a uo,rishf 

not with a sloganf b,t with a straight look at what we are 

act,ally talking abo,t and what I am act,ally asking o. 

yo,M

I am asking yo, to tr,st me with yo,r representation 

in the Hichigan Ro,se o. TepresentativesM Lhat is not a 

small thingM I do not treat it as oneM Lhe decisions made 

in xansing a'ect yo,r property taj billf yo,r ,tility ratesf 

yo,r childrenEs classroomf yo,r ability to Bnd and keep a 

good Cobf and the basic condition o. the state yo,r grand-

children will inheritM I have spent every chapter o. this 

book trying to show yo, not C,st what I believe abo,t 

those decisionsf b,t where those belie.s come .rom — so 

that when I am in xansing witho,t a camera pointed at 
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me and witho,t anyone watchingf yo, have some basis .or 

conBdence that I will act the way yo, wo,ld want me to 

actM

Lhat conBdence cannot come .rom promisesM Avery 

candidate makes promisesM It has to come .rom characterf 

.rom the acc,m,lated evidence o. who a person is and 

how they have behaved when it matteredM I have tried to 

give yo, that evidence honestlyf incl,ding the parts that 

are not uatteringM Lhe college years when I dri.tedM Lhe 

grie. that broke me openM Lhe hard calls I made and the 

hard calls I had to live withM I am not presenting yo, with 

a polished political biography designed to make me look 

inevitableM I am presenting yo, with a li.e — complicat-

edf imper.ectf shaped by loss and work and .aith and the 

partic,lar soil o. Hichigan — and asking yo, to C,dge 

whether it has prod,ced someone yo, can tr,stM

I believe it hasM ",t that C,dgment belongs to yo,M

Nhat I know with certainty is this7 Hichigan is worth 

Bghting .orM

6ot the abstract Hichigan o. campaign speeches and 

to,rism broch,resM Lhe real oneM Lhe Hichigan o. the 

west side o. 8rand Tapids and the .arm co,ntry aro,nd 

zotawatomi xakef and the man,.act,ring uoors where my 
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.ather spent thirty yearsf and the small b,sinesses that peo-

ple like me b,ilt .rom nothing in the years when b,ilding 

anything .elt like an act o. st,bbornness against ,n.avor-

able oddsM Lhe Hichigan o. .amilies who stayed when it 

wo,ld have been easier to leavef who b,ilt things and re-

paired things and passed things down and kept showing ,p 

— .or their neighborsf their ch,rchesf their comm,nitiesf 

and their stateM

Lhat Hichigan is still hereM I see it every dayM I see it in the 

.armers who are ,p be.ore dawn in Yprilf coajing the Brst 

growth o,t o. still-cold gro,ndM I see it in the tradespeople 

who are b,ilding and repairing and maintaining the physi-

cal in.rastr,ct,re that everything else r,ns onM I see it in the 

parents who are Bghting .or their childrenEs ed,cation and 

the small b,siness owners who are Bghting .or their em-

ployees and the veterans who came home carrying things 

they were never asked to carry and b,ilt lives anywayM

Lhat Hichigan deserves better than it has been getting 

.rom xansingM It deserves representatives who ,nderstand 

where it livesf what it costsf and what it needsM It deserves 

people who will tell it the tr,th abo,t the problems and 

bring the same discipline and acco,ntability to solving 
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them that HichiganEs working people bring to their own 

lives every single dayM

I am r,nning beca,se I believe I am one o. those peopleM 

6ot beca,se I am special — I am notf in any way that I 

did not earn thro,gh ejperience and sometimes thro,gh 

pain — b,t beca,se the combination o. things I have 

been thro,gh has prod,ced someone who ,nderstands 

this state and its people in a way that I believe is ,se.,l right 

nowf at this partic,lar momentM

I  ,nderstand what it  means to b,ild a  b,siness  in 

Hichiganf to make payroll when the margins are thinf 

to navigate a reg,latory environment designed by people 

who have never signed the .ront o. a checkM I ,nderstand 

what it means to serve — in ,ni.ormf in local governmentf 

and in the daily grind o. trying to r,n an organi4ation that 

act,ally delivers on what it promisesM I ,nderstand what it 

means to lose someone to a system that .ailed themf and to 

carry that loss .orward as a commitment rather than letting 

it settle into resignationM

Ynd I ,nderstand HichiganEs potential — the gen,inef 

not-yet-.,lly-reali4ed potential o. a state with the work-

.orce and the ind,strial heritage and the nat,ral reso,rces 

and the comm,nity character to be gen,inely greatM 6ot 
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great in the nostalgic sensef looking backward at what we 

,sed to beM 8reat in the .orward-looking sensef b,ilding 

something worthy o. the people who are living here right 

now and the children who will inherit what we leave themM

Lhat potential is realM Teali4ing it re=,ires the policy 

changes I have described in these chapters — on tajesf 

on energyf on ed,cationf on reg,lationf on the basic ac-

co,ntability o. government to the people who .,nd it and 

depend on itM 6one o. those changes will happen by them-

selvesM Lhey re=,ire people in xansing who ,nderstand 

the problemf who are not beholden to the interests that 

beneBt .rom the stat,s =,of and who are willing to do 

the ,nglamoro,s work o. act,ally governing rather than 

simply per.orming governance .or an a,dienceM

I am ready to do that workM I have been doing versions o. 

it my whole li.e — on the .armf in Ira=f in the tr,ck yardf 

in the township board meetings that nobody attended and 

everybody beneBted .romM

Lhe campaign slogan we settled on is Seep Hichigan 

NorkingM It capt,res something real abo,t what I am r,n-

ning on and what I intend to doM ",t i. I co,ld add one 

line to itf it wo,ld be this7 Seep Hichigan honestM Ronest 

abo,t its problemsM Ronest abo,t the cost o. Bjing themM 
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Ronest with the people who are co,nting on their gov-

ernment to act in their interest rather than in its ownM

Lhat is the standard I intend to hold mysel. toM

6ow — letEs get to workM


